CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL

ANNUAL PARISH REPORT 2010
1.
PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman and Vice-Chairman

At the Meeting of the Council held on 11 May 2009 Councillor Mr J Hill was elected as Chairman of the Parish Council for the year 2009/2010.  Councillor Mr H Heaton was elected Vice-Chairman. 
2.
PARISH COUNCILLORS
At the commencement of the year the Councillors for the Parish were:-

Councillor J Hill (Chairman)

Padua Farm, German Lane, Charnock Richard

Councillor H Heaton (Vice- Chairman)  Lancaster House Farm, Preston Road, Charnock Richard

Councillor A Shaw 


12 Town Lane, Charnock Richard

Councillor G Brennand

Pole Green Nurseries, Church Lane, Charnock Richard

Councillor Mrs J Ogden

24 Lichen Close, Charnock Richard

Councillor A Cornwell

12 Freemans Lane, Charnock Richard

Councillor S Smithers


93 Chorley Lane, Charnock Richard

Councillors S Lowe


Welch Farm, Mill Lane, Charnock Richard

Councillor R Wingham

Fishers Farm, Delph Lane, Charnock Richard

Councillor A Fairhurst

32 Leeson Avenue, Charnock Richard

Councillor J Taylor


Charnock Brow Cottage, Preston Road, Charnock Richard

Councillors Mrs C Pilling

66 Lichen Close, Charnock Richard

The Parish Council continued to have a complete Council of 12 members throughout 2009/2010.  Parish Councillors made any necessary amendments to their Declaration of Interest Forms as required during the year.  During the year Mr Peter Malpas became the new County Councillor for the Parish.
3.
FINANCE
The Parish Council again appointed Mrs Margaret Stewart as the Parish Council internal Auditor of the Councils accounts.  The Accounts were successfully audited by external auditors BDO Stoy Hayward with no matters arising. The Parish Council precepted upon Chorley Borough Council for the sum of £25,000.00 for the financial year 2009/2010.  The Parish Council have taken all the appropriate action necessary throughout the course of the year to satisfy audit requirements prior to the submission of the end of year financial report to the external auditors.  A full Financial Report for the Financial Year 2009/2010 is attached.

4.
PLANNING
The Parish Council is notified of all planning applications within the Parish and is able to submit comments, observations and objections when necessary.  The Parish Council however, has no power of direction or decision making in these matters.

28 Planning Applications have been dealt with by the Parish Council during the year, some of which were controversial and involved discussions with Parishioners to ascertain their views, prior to the Parish Council making their observations. (In comparison to 53 discussed last year).  
The following is an example of a planning application which has proved controversial in the Parish and resulted in objections being submitted by the Parish Council:  An application by Arley Homes to demolish the Dog & Partridge Public House on Chorley Lane and build 30 homes on the site.  Following major objections from the residents and Parish Council this application was withdrawn and a second application was submitted, retaining the Dog & Partridge and building fewer houses.  On the recommendation of Chorley Council planning officers, who were not happy with the application, this application has also been withdrawn. 
5
PARISH COUNCIL ACTIVITY
The Parish Council is the first tier in the democratic structure of Local Government.  The Council can also act as a pressure group putting forward the views of residents on topics affecting the area.  The following are some of the areas in which Charnock Richard Parish Council have been involved during the past year:

At the commencement of the Council year the Parish Council once again adopted the following documentation:  The Parish Council Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and Code of Conduct, Risk Management Plan, Risk Management Register and Asset Register – a comprehensive collection of documentation indicating the Parish Councils objectives, risks involved in delivering those objectives, the likelihood of those risks arising and the action taken by the Parish Council to mitigate those risks, Complaints Procedure, Publication Scheme, Code of Practice for dealing with tenders, Terms of Reference for Parish Council Committees and the Annual Audit Plan.  Councillors and the Clerk have attended numerous conferences, information exchange sessions and training courses throughout the year eg:  Southern Parishes Neighbourhood Action Plan Meetings, Borough/Parish Council Liaison Meetings, Rural Housing Needs Survey Meetings, LALC Annual Conference and Lancashire County Council Parish & Town Council Conference.  Parish Councillors heard presentations from Help Direct and Village in Partnership detailing the services they provide and how they can be accessed. 
The villages of Charnock Richard and Welch Whittle were again entered into the Best Kept Village Competition and the Parish Council have again agreed to formulate an action plan to address issues in the Parish which could assist in improving the disappointing results in last years competition.
Following a fourth successful Scarecrow Festival in the Parish the Parish Council has nominated the Scarecrow Festival as a project and the Scarecrow Festival Committee as a body, in the Chorley Civic Society Awards.

The Council once again organised a successful Best Kept Garden Competition.  There were a total of 42 nominations in this years competition (compared to 38 last year), with an additional number of gardens receiving letters of commendation for their efforts. Mr David Brown, from the Chorley & District Agricultural Society, judged the competition and a presentation for the winning entries was held at the Football Club in October.  This was an amusing and enjoyable evening with the Mayor of Chorley presenting the prizes.   Mr Brown and his wife and Lindsay Hoyle MP and his wife all attended the presentation together with Parish Councillors, the Parish Lengthsman and many of the nominees in the competition.
In order to proceed with Phase II at Mossie Close Play Area the Council will need to secure funding from other sources.  The Chorley Council Neighbourhood Action Team has agreed to support this project with a contribution of £3000.00 towards the overall cost.  The Parish Council has again submitted an application to Chorley Council for a contribution towards this project from accumulated s106 funding however, the Council agreed at their Budget Meeting, that if it becomes apparent that funding cannot be secured in the 2010/2011 financial year from Chorley Council, as improvement of these facilities is a key issue in the Parish, they will pay for the refurbishments from their funds and secure alternative funding for any other projects which may arise, from other sources.  ROSPA continue with their annual inspections of the play equipment whilst Councillor Taylor undertakes regular quarterly inspections.
PC Loz Elphick, the Community Beat Manager for Charnock Richard, operating from the Police House in Mawdesley, and ECSO Cath Flett, began the year by attending Parish Council Meetings, reporting crime statistics in the Parish and tackling issues which arose.  Towards the end of 2009 the Parish Council were informed that PACT Meetings would be arranged at Park Hall, on the first Wednesday of each month, jointly for the Parishes of Charnock Richard and Heskin.  Councillors have tried to attend these meetings however, since the PACT Meetings commenced Police presence in the Parish has diminished, and at Parish Council Meetings has ceased, giving cause for concern.

HIGHWAY AND ENVIRONMENT RELATED ISSUES
Councillor Taylor headed a working party comprising 4 Councillors and the Clerk the purpose of which was to re-draft the Lengthsman’s work schedule to enable best use of the Lengthsman’s time and to ensure Health & Safety issues are recognised and addressed. The current Lengthsman, Mr Gordon Yates, continues his work in the Parish which remains clean and tidy.  Mr Yates has maintained Welch Whittle Gardens and re-planted the hanging baskets seasonally throughout the year.  He has also cut back hedges at the play areas and cleaned village and street name signs during the course of his regular schedule of work.  The Lengthsman made a significant contribution to the completion of the Delph Gardens Project where a raised planted area has been created.  Materials and plants for this site were sponsored by G Brennand of Pole Green Nurseries and Stan Stock Sand and Gravel.  A successful grant application was also made to County Councillor Mike Otter, the Parish Champion, who attended the December 2009 Meeting to present the Council with a cheque for £250.00 towards perennial planting at Delph Gardens.  The site is looking excellent at the moment.
The Parish Council, Borough Councillor and County Councillor continue to press for traffic calming measures, particularly on Chorley Lane, which is a major cause for concern to both the Parish Council and the residents.  
Further discussions and debate have continued at Parish Council Meetings in relation to the Waste Transfer Station at Town Lane.  Residents provide a CD of images which is forwarded to the County Council after each meeting, illustrating the continued destruction of the highway and grass verges in Town Lane.  It has recently been reported that the landowner has completely withdrawn his consent to use his land as passing places.  The County Council have been informed of this fact and the Parish Council have highlighted the fact that the site operator is now acting in breach of the conditions imposed by the Secretary of State.  The Parish Council have also contacted the Health & Safety Executive and the Highways Agency with regard to activity and damage to the highway and bridge on Town Lane.  Following numerous requests from the residents of Town Lane and the Parish Council, Lancashire County Council has finally consulted on the proposed extension of the 30 mph speed limit beyond the houses on Town Lane.  The outcome of this consultation is now awaited.
Severe flooding problems occurred during the winter months at the junction of Charter Lane and Church Lane.  The freezing weather conditions in winter raised serious concerns over the inadequacy of gritting in the Parish which resulted in the unsuccessful submission of a request for a salt bin near the railway bridge on Church Lane.  At their Budget Meeting therefore, the Parish Council agreed to fund the purchase of salt/grit bins to be located at priority sites in the Parish.  
Motorcycle nuisance at German Lane and Darlington Sidings is once again an issue and the Parish Council, as a vehicle to assist the Police with this matter, agreed to purchase warning signs to deter the nuisance at these locations. The Parish Council has recently been asked to support the residents by making a request to Lancashire County Council to downgrade part of German Lane, from the sand quarry gates to the ford, to a public footpath.  
During the course of the year the Parish Council purchased and sited new litter bins in the Parish and a convex mirror was purchased and installed on Church Lane to assist motorists exiting Delph Lane.  Street lighting faults, overgrown hedges, blocked and sunken gullies, pot-holes, public footpath and other highway maintenance issues are reported during the course of the year as they arise.   
The Parish Council would like to express its appreciation to members of the public who regularly attend Parish Council Meetings with reports and observations on various Parish Matters.


CONCLUSION
In conclusion, the Parish Council has dealt with a considerable volume and variety of business during the past year including complaints from members of the public about various matters.  Any resident requiring help or advice on any problem affecting the area is welcome to bring it to the attention of the Parish Council either through a Parish Councillor, the Clerk to the Council or, during Reports, Complaints and Concerns of the Public, which is held prior to the commencement of business at each Parish Council Meeting.

Report from Mrs C A Cross

Clerk to the Council

10 May 2010
CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL
Summary Income and Expenditure Account for the year ended 31 March 2010
200/2009









2009/2010
        £










        £




INCOME

 25000.00

Precept







25000.00
  

        76.80

Interest







    123.02
      
      100.00

Donation (Delph Gardens from Councillor Otter)

    250.00
     365.10

VAT Reclaimed





    210.67
£25,541.93

TOTAL INCOME





£25,583.69



EXPENDITURE

   


Administration:

   4004.00


Clerk’s Salary





   4567.60
     926.61


General Administration



     981.22



Parks & Open Spaces:





   

       44.00


Mossie Close Play Equipment Repairs

       -----

     ------


Delph Gardens Project



   1142.89
   9324.31


Lengthsman’s Payment



   9117.05
     286.04


General – amenity grass cutting/ROSPA/general
     852.58
     225.00


Rents – Mossie Close/Orchard Gdns and Car Park
     225.00
     927.16

Highways (verge/hedge cutting/dog waste bins)

     798.92
     350.00

Hire of Premises





     175.00
     485.42

Insurance & Subscriptions (Inc. LALC subs) 

     971.76
   1613.50

s137 Expenditure





   1060.00



Best Kept Garden Competition Expenses


     473.18

     210.67

VAT Paid






     387.23
£18,396.71

TOTAL EXPENDITURE




£20,752.43
CUMULATIVE FUND BALANCE (excluding reserves)

2008/2009









2009/2010
        £










        £
11863.98

Balance brought forward




19009.20
25541.93

Add:  Total Income




            25583.69
37405.91









44592.89
18396.71

Less:  Total Expenditure




20752.43
£19,009.20

Balance Carried Forward at 31/3/2010

          £23,840.46
CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL
Balance Sheet as at 31 March 2010
2008/2009









2009/2010
        £










        £





LONG TERM ASSETS/RESERVES




Investments





     Nil





Long Term Loan (Community Centre Trust)

  5000.00




CURRENT ASSETS

    100.00


Cash In Hand

Current Account

    100.00
18934.20





Deposit Account

23740.46
£19,034.20

TOTAL ASSETS




         £28,840.46




CURRENT LIABILITIES

      25.00


Un-presented Cheques Totalling


      Nil
£19,009.20

NET ASSETS (Excluding Reserves
)

         £23,840.46
Represented By:  CUMULATIVE FUND BALANCE (Excluding Long Term Assets/Reserves)










     £

Balance Brought Forward at 1/4/09




19009.20
Add:  Total Income






25583.69
Less:  Total Expenditure





20752.43
Balance Carried Forward at 31/3/10



         £23,840.46
The above statement represents fairly the financial position of Charnock Richard Parish Council as at 31 March 2010 and reflects its Income and Expenditure during the year.

Approved by the Council ………………

………………………………………….


……………………………………….

Chairman






Responsible Financial Officer
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