CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 10 May 2010 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Rooms, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.
Present:  Councillors J Hill (Chairman), J Taylor, R Wingham, S Smithers, H Heaton, A Fairhurst, 

Mrs J Ogden, Mrs C Pilling, S Lowe and A Cornwell.  Also present County Councillor P Malpas.

REPORTS, COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC PRESENT
Including reports from the Police, Borough or County Councillor

Waste Transfer Station Town Lane:  A CD of images was provided which will be forwarded to LCC.  A resident reported a Police response to his enquiries relating to the height of vehicles going under the bridge and the resultant off-loading and dragging of skips on the highway.  The reply stated that this action is contravening the law. The local police team have been provided with a copy of this correspondence, the Clerk will forward a copy to LCC enforcement officer and the site operator.  It was confirmed passing places have been closed off with concrete blocks.  The Council will request a site-visit with LCC as stock-piling is considered excessive.  County Councillor Malpas will follow this up. 
Police:  As some people are unable to attend PACT Meetings the Council will request that crime figures be forwarded to the Clerk who will report them at the Parish Council Meeting.
Members of the Public:  Enforcement issues at Charnock House Farm remain outstanding.  
Motorcycle Nuisance – German Lane sand quarry:  Residents were present to request that no further action be taken with the proposal to request that part of German Lane, from the sand quarry gates to the river, be downgraded to the status of public footpath, the detrimental and financial implications to the residents of this request, outweigh the benefits.  Any downgrading would mean that LCC would no longer maintain this section of German Lane, which would be a problem for residents whose property is served by this stretch of highway.  It was re-affirmed that it is the quarry-owners responsibility to prevent access and the Police are meeting with them to progress with security and access issues.
1. Apologies:  Were received and accepted from Councillor A J Shaw (illness).
2. Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any personal/prejudicial interest they may have to disclose in relation to matters on this Agenda and, any Declaration of Gifts, in accordance with the Local Government Act 2000 and the Parish Council Standing Orders and Code of Conduct - Councillor Heaton declared an interest in Planning, As a member of the borough council planning committee.  he can take part in discussions BUT not in decisionS.  ANY OTHER INTERESTS WILL BE DECLARED SHOULD THEY ARISE, DURING THE COURSE OF THE MEETING.
3. Appointment of Chairman & Declaration of Acceptance of Office - Councillor Hill proposed Councillor Heaton, this was seconded by Councillor Mrs Ogden – RESOLVED:  Unanimously that Councillor Heaton be appointed Chairman of the Parish Council for 2010/2011.  Councillor Heaton accepted the appointment and signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
4.   Appointment of Vice-Chairman & Declaration of Acceptance of Office - Councillor Smithers
proposed Councillor Taylor, this was seconded by Councillor Wingham - RESOLVED:  Councillor Taylor be appointed Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council for 2010/2011.  Councillor Taylor accepted the appointment and signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
5.   Appointments to Committees:   a)   Planning Committee – Councillors Shaw, Heaton, Hill, 






      Lowe and Fairhurst






b)   Amenities, Lengthsman’s & Best Kept Village Committee – 






      This Committee shall include all Parish Councillors, the 






      Chairman to be appointed at the first meeting held following 






      this meeting and, any matters specifically relating to the 






      Lengthsman to go the Clerk as his main point of contact.






c)   Chronicle Committee – Councillors Wingham and Smithers






      (Also working on website)

Following discussion RESOLVED:  
d)  Projects & Funding Working Party – be set-up to look at possible projects and potential funding sources.  Reports will be made to the Parish Council under Reports from Committees and Representatives on outside bodies – Councillors Smithers, Taylor, Lowe and Mrs Pilling.
6.   Appointment of Representatives To Outside Bodies:
a)   L.A.L.C/Community Futures – Cllrs                


      Cornwell and Lowe. 









   b)   Parish/Borough Liaison – Cllr Taylor 









         and Cllr Cornwell.









   c)   Villages in Partnership – Cllrs Lowe 









         and Shaw.









   d)  Almshouse Trustees – Cllr Mrs Ogden









   e)  Community Centre Trust – Cllrs Mrs 









        Ogden, Heaton, Shaw.









   f)  Charnock Richard United Charities – 









        Cllrs Hill, Shaw and Mrs Ogden.

g) Peter Lathom Charities – Cllr Hill.

7. Adoption of Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Members Code of Conduct, Complaints Procedure, Publication Scheme, Code of Practice for Dealing with Tenders, Risk Management Plan, Asset Register, Risk Management Register and Terms of Reference for Committees - RESOLVED:  That the aforementioned documents be adopted without amendment.
8. Approval of Timetable of Meetings 2010/2011 - RESOLVED:  That the timetable be approved.
9. To Accept the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 12 April 2010 - The Minutes of the previous Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 12 April 2010 had been circulated in advance of the Meeting.  RESOLVED:  The Minutes were accepted as a correct record and were signed by the Chairman.
10. Update on Matters Arising from previous Meetings for note by the Council:  Report 1 (page 4) – ACCEPTED. 
11. Correspondence and Information items requiring discussion or action:
a) Response to request to ask LCC to downgrade part of German Lane to a public footpath – RESOLVED:  FOLLOWING EARLIER DISCUSSIONS, NO ACTION REQUIRED.
b) Notification from Alan Capstick, LCC, that work to construct a new zebra crossing on the A49, between Balshaw Lane and Dawbers Lane, has been postponed until Friday 14 May – NOTED.
c) Police response to issues reported last month – NOTED.  RE: PARKED CARS ON LICHEN CLOSE CAUSING LOSS OF AMENITY– THIS MATTER HAS NOW BEEN REPORTED TO CHORLEY COUNCIL ENFORCEMENT OFFICER FOR INVESTIGATION.
d) Request from Andrew Atkinson, Business Venture Group, to display notice in Notice Boards – IF AN ELECTRONIC VERSION AVAILABLE WILL PUT ON WEBSITE/IN CHRONICLE.
e) Notification of workshops on Tuesday 18 May, Chorley Town Hall, to assess the impact of fuel poverty on older people in the Borough – NOTED.
f) Request from VIP to place details of the availability of Health Trainers in the Community, in the Parish Council Newsletter – DETAILS WILL BE PUT ON WEBSITE/IN CHRONICLE.
g) Summary of Meeting on 30 March in relation to the Rural Housing Needs Survey and an electronic copy of the revised draft survey form, for comment if you wish – NOTED.  THIS IS STILL A LENGTHY SURVEY, WILL AWAIT FEEDBACK WITH INTEREST.
h) Details of late items of correspondence received – i)  Report of email from Community Centre/Parish Rooms user re: safety and condition of building – A COPY OF THE EMAIL WILL BE SENT TO THE COMMUNITY CENTRE TRUST AND THE PRE-SCHOOL MANAGER.  ii)  Information from LALC re: visit to Lancaster Castle, LALC Autumn Conference 18 September 2010, Leyland Hotel, play equipment brochure - ON FILE.
12. Reports, Complaints and Concerns from Parish Councillors
1) The Lengthsman will be asked to sweep the ginnell from Church Lane to Meadowlands and the cobbles and steps on Sharratts Path.  Check and replant if necessary hanging basket at German Lane.  The Clerk reported work undertaken to date by the Lengthsman.  The Road sweeper and gully emptier has also been in the Parish today.

2) Following a report that items may have been displayed in the Notice Board at the Hinds Head without Council knowledge or permission it was stressed that, anything not put in by the Parish Council will be removed.

3) Complaints were received relating to footballs going on the carriageway on Charter Lane on Sundays.  The Police have been informed, the Football Club will take their advice on the matter.

4) Signs are required near the equipment on Mossie Close Play Area to indicate that ball games are not allowed, to prevent footballs going in adjacent gardens.  The Clerk will look into cost.
5) The Lengthsman will be asked to remove takeaway litter on Mill Lane and Park Hall Road.

6) Councillor Lowe reported that Chorley FM would like to have a slot for a Charnock Richard Parish Councillor to promote the work of the Parish Council.  Councillor Taylor agreed to do this

7) Young people congregating in cars on Delph Lane in the evening, litter is becoming a problem.

8) Working party discussions in relation to the Lengthsman’s work schedule and litter picking prompted discussions about a Parish Council litter pick with Councillors leading by example and also getting school children involved by organising a poster campaign which the head teacher is happy to support.  

9) The bench on the A49, just after the crematorium, needs re-painting.

10) Councillor Taylor will contact LCC regarding the promised siting of a SPID on Chorley Lane.

11) A complaint was received relating to horses crossing Meadowlands and through the ginnell to Leeson Avenue, despite signs stating ‘No Horse Riding’.  Horse-riders have also been seen on grass verges on Chorley Lane.  Liveries will be asked to encourage responsible horsemanship.
13. Reports from Committees and Representatives on Outside Bodies – Nothing Specific.
14. Best Kept Village Competition and Best Kept Garden Competition – Action required for both competitions – Judging for the Best Kept Village Competition will take place randomly during June-Sept. Councillors agreed an intensive litter pick, by Parish Councillors, would be very effective and agreed to meet on the evening of Friday 21 May provided hi-visibility vests for safety purposes, litter pickers, gloves and bin-bags had been obtained.  With regard to grass verge cutting, a local contractor has indicated he is willing to give a price to undertake the work.  It is felt that LCC may have to bring their second cut forward due to the early first cut and the recent weather affecting growing conditions.  The Clerk will obtain a quotation from Metcalfe’s and the local contractor will be asked to submit a quotation.  It was agreed the Lengthsman will strim around street furniture and lamp-posts once the cut is completed.  BT distribution boxes in the Parish need painting as does the railway bridge on Chorley Lane.  Litter bins need straightening and re-setting in the ground.  Any ‘grot-spots’ should be reported to the Parish Council.  Mr David Brown, from the Chorley & District Agricultural Society, will be asked to judge the Best Kept Garden Competition again, mid-late July.
15. Parish Council Newsletter – Items for inclusion – Annual Report, Financial Statement, Timetable of Meetings, Parish Councillors, Borough, County Councillor and MP’s contact details.  Request for information for the website and details of PACT Meetings.  Draft will be approved next Meeting.
16. Planning – The Council were required to make observations on the following application:
1) 10/00267/FULMAJ – erection of a glass house, boiler house, machinery store/planting shed and water tank, creation of horticultural growing space and two new accesses all associated with Pole Green Nursery (opposite).  41 Church Lane, Charnock Richard.  FOLLOWING HIS DECLARATION OF INTEREST ON THIS MATTER COUNCILLOR WINGHAM LEFT THE ROOM DURING DISCUSSIONS AND VOTING ON THIS MATTER.  RESOLVED:  THE PARISH COUNCIL OBJECT ON THE FOLLOWING GROUNDS:  THE PROPOSALS WOULD CONSTITUTE INAPPROPRIATE DEVELOPMENT ON GREEN BELT LAND DUE TO THE SIZE AND HEIGHT OF THE PROPOSED BUILDINGS.  THE DEVELOPMENT WOULD RESULT IN AN OVER-INTENSIFICATION OF THE SITE AND WOULD ALSO RESULT IN A SIGNIFICANT INCREASE IN THE VOLUME OF HEAVY GOODS VEHICLES USING DELPH LANE.
17. Accounts
Accounts for Payment:

Aon Ltd


Annual Insurance Premium



                 £535.01
Mrs C A Cross

Salary – (Net)






     £332.80
HM Revenue & Customs
Tax due by Clerk





       £76.40
Receipts:

Chorley Borough Council
Precept 2010/2011





£25,000.00
RESOLVED:  That the aforementioned Accounts are approved receipts and payments.
RESOLVED:  That the Financial Statement for the year ending 31 March 2010 the contents of which form the basis of the Parish Council Annual Return to the external auditors, together with the Statement of Assurances and the Bank Reconciliation Statement for Jan-Mar 2010, are approved for submission.

The Clerk reported that Toner Cartridges for the Parish Council laser printer are required - RESOLVED:  CARTRIDGES BE ORDERED AS NECESSARY.

18. Lengthsman’s Payment – RESOLVED:  THE REVISED LENGTHSMAN’S WORK SCHEDULE WAS APPROVED AND ADOPTED FOR IMPLEMENTATION IMMEDIATELY.  COUNCILLOR TAYLOR WILL COMPLETE A SAFE SYSTEM OF WORK.  A MEETING WILL TAKE PLACE WITH THE LENGTHSMAN AND THE DOCUMENT WILL BE PUT IN PLACE.  The Lengthsman has worked 100 Hours @ £7.42 per hour =  £742.00 + £7.99 Materials for hanging baskets. RESOLVED:  Total Paid to Lengthsman £749.99.
Next Meeting:
Monday 7 June 2010


Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend
Meeting Closed:  9:45 pm

Chairman:








Date:
REPORT 1
Matters Arising from the Minutes to be noted by the Parish Council: 
a) Notification outline permission granted for erection of 2 two storey dwellings, specifying access (resubmission of withdrawn application 09/00965/OUT).  27 Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.
b) Notification consent to carry our tree works granted to oak tree covered by TPO7 (Charnock Richard) 2003 including raising the crown. 2 Meadowlands, Charnock Richard.
c) Notification of Parliamentary Elections in Chorley.

d) Copy Chorley Standards Committee Annual Report.

e) Copy CPRE Countryside Voice, Spring 2010.
f) Copy Central Lancashire NHS Community Engagement Newsletter.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST:
If the interest to be declared arises only as a result of your membership of another public body or one to which you have been appointed by the Council, then you only need to declare it if you intend to speak.  If the personal interest is a prejudicial interest, you must withdraw from the meeting.  You should leave the room before the business starts to be discussed.  You do however, have the same right to speak as a member of the public and may remain in the room to enable you to exercise that right and then leave immediately.  In either case you must not seek to improperly influence a decision of the matter.
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