



CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 9 May 2011 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Rooms, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.

Present:  Councillors J Taylor (Acting Chairman), A J Shaw, J Hill, R Wingham, S Smithers, 

A Cornwell, Mrs C Pilling and Mrs J Ogden.  Also present County Councillor P Malpas.

REPORTS, COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC PRESENT

Including reports from the Police, Borough or County Councillor

Waste Transfer Station Town Lane:  A CD of images was provided.  The situation remains unchanged.  The operator is visiting the site outside operating hours.  Sand and chippings are being collected from the site.  It would appear rubble is being crushed to fine chippings and, mixed with sand, then being sold from the site.  Plastic is still being burned overnight on the site.  Residents need to be 100% sure that any reported activities are actually occurring, and evidence is required to prove this.  LCC’s planning officers response was read aloud.  County Councillor Malpas agreed to confirm whether the site had been visited and to follow this matter up with the Environment Agency.  The Clerk reported the operators telephone response to last months reports of speeding vehicles.
Members of the Public:  The LCC officer originally dealing with drainage issues at the junction of the A49 and Town Lane has now retired.  Councillor Taylor agreed to pursue this issue with her successor.  Regarding recent press coverage relating to the closure of Birkacre Refuse Centre, it was stressed that this may be rumours.  Residents have been informed that each area needs 1 such site and as this is the only site in Chorley, it is likely to remain.  If this site is closed incidents of fly-tipping will increase.
County Councillor Malpas:  County Councillor Malpas will pursue, and lobby against, the issue of the possible closure of Birkacre Refuse Centre.  Reported the Iron Man Event which will be held on 31 July 2011 and will affect Park Hall Road and Mill Lane before going through Coppull.  Councillors reported the excessive litter left after this event last year – Councillor Malpas will request that this be cleared following the race.  Reported on proposed junction improvement proposals for the Yarrow Valley Way/Butterworth Brow junction to improve visibility.  Reported that Local Member Grants have been increased this year giving a total of £3000 for distribution to community organisations who satisfy certain criteria.  Please pass this information on to community groups who may wish to apply.
1. Apologies - Were received and accepted from Councillors S Lowe (prior meeting), H Heaton (who will be arriving late due to a prior meeting) and G Brennand.
2. Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any personal/prejudicial interest they may have to disclose in relation to matters on this Agenda and, any Declaration of Gifts, in accordance with the Local Government Act 2000 and the Parish Council Standing Orders and Code of Conduct - Councillor Heaton declared an interest in Planning, As a member of the borough council planning committee.  he can take part in discussions BUT not in decisionS.  COUNCILLOR HILL DECLARED AN INTEREST IN PLANNING 11/00189/ful.  ANY OTHER INTERESTS WILL BE DECLARED SHOULD THEY ARISE DURING THE COURSE OF THE MEETING.
3. Appointment of Chairman & Declaration of Acceptance of Office - Councillor Shaw proposed Councillor Heaton, this was seconded by Councillor Hill – RESOLVED:  Unanimously that Councillor Heaton be appointed Chairman of the Parish Council for 2011/2012.  Councillor Heaton accepted the appointment and signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
4.   Appointment of Vice-Chairman & Declaration of Acceptance of Office - - Councillor Shaw   

     proposed Councillor Taylor, this was seconded by Councillor Hill - RESOLVED:  Councillor Taylor be appointed Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council for 2011/2012.  Councillor Taylor accepted the appointment and signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
5.   Appointments to Committees:   a)   Planning Committee – Councillors Shaw, Heaton, Hill, 






      Lowe and Taylor






b)   Amenities, Lengthsman’s & Best Kept Village Committee – 






      This Committee shall include all Parish Councillors, the 






      Chairman to be appointed at the first meeting held following 






      this meeting and, any matters specifically relating to the 






      Lengthsman to go the Clerk as his main point of contact.






c)   Chronicle Committee – Councillors Wingham and Smithers






      (Also working on the website)






d)  Projects & Funding Working Party –Councillors Smithers, 






      Taylor, Lowe and Mrs Pilling.

6.   Appointment of Representatives To Outside Bodies:
a)   L.A.L.C/Community Futures – Cllrs                


      Cornwell and Lowe. 









   b)   Parish/Borough Liaison – Cllr Taylor 









         and Cllr Cornwell.









   c)   Villages in Partnership – Cllrs Lowe 









         and Shaw.









   d)  Almshouse Trustees – Cllr Mrs Ogden









   e)  Community Centre Trust – Cllrs Mrs 









        Ogden, Heaton, Lowe.









   f)  Charnock Richard United Charities – 









        Cllrs Hill, Shaw and Mrs Ogden.

g) Peter Lathom Charities – Cllr Hill.

7. Adoption of Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Members Code of Conduct, Complaints Procedure, Publication Scheme, Code of Practice for Dealing with Tenders, Risk Management Plan, Asset Register, Risk Management Register and Terms of Reference for Committees - RESOLVED:  That the aforementioned documents be adopted without amendment.
8. Approval of Timetable of Meetings 2011/2012 - RESOLVED:  That the timetable be approved.
9. To Accept the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 4 April 2011 - The Minutes of the previous Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 4 April 2011 had been circulated in advance of the Meeting.  RESOLVED:  The Minutes were accepted as a correct record and were signed by the Chairman.
10. Update on Matters Arising from previous Meetings for note by the Council: - Report 1 (page 5) – Minute 160(2) – The issue of residents parked vehicles on Church Lane causing highway safety issues was again raised.  Councillor Cornwell agreed to report specific details to the Police.  Remaining items in Report 1 were ACCEPTED. 
11. Correspondence and Information items requiring discussion or action:
a) Confirmation of results of uncontested election for Charnock Richard Parish Council – NOTED – VACANCY NOTICES WILL BE ERECTED IN DUE COURSE.
b) Info. from LALC – New Councillors and Clerks Training for 2011 – NOTED.
c) Response from LCC, and Mr Ball, to issues raised re: Waste Transfer Station – NOTED.
d) Response from Arley Homes re: damage to property in Nursery Close – NOTED.
e) Response from County Councillor Otter to your observations on Three Tier Forums – RESOLVED:  COUNCILLORS CONTINUE TO BELIEVE THAT 1 PARISH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE IS MERELY A TOKEN GESTURE.  COUNTY COUNCILLOR MALPAS REPORTED THAT LCC IS THE ONLY COUNCIL IN THE COUNTY PROPOSING 3 TIER WORKING RELATIONS, THE REMAINDER ONLY HAVE 2 TIERS.
f) Response from Chorley Guardian to misreported editorial re: motorway access – NOTED.
g) Notification that it is not possible for the Vice-Chairman to attend the Civic Reception – NOTED
h) Complaint about cars for sale at the side of the road, junction Mill Lane/Preston Road – RESOLVED:  THE COUNCIL WILL REPORT THIS TO CHORLEY COUNCIL ENFORCEMENT OFFICER AND THE POLICE.
i) Notification of, and review of, insurance cover for 2011/2012 – COVER IS ACCEPTABLE.  ENQUIRIES WILL BE MADE IN RELATION TO INSURING THE SPID.
j) Notification that following extinguishment of part of public footpath No8 Charnock Richard and creation of public footpath from public footpath No8, Charnock Richard, Chorley, the alternative route will became operative on 13 April 2011, the old route will be extinguished when LCC certify that works on the alternative route to make it fit for use have been carried out – NOTED.
k) Request for observations from LCC on the Parish and Town Council Charter refresh/review. – RESOLVED:  THE COUNCIL ARE HAPPY WITH THE LATEST VERSION.
l) Info. on the Residential Car Parking Provision (C3 Dwellings) – Proposed Interim Policy – RESOLVED:  THE COUNCIL SUPPORT THE PROPOSED INTERIM POLICY.  IT WAS OBSERVED HOWEVER, THAT THIS MAY RESULT IN MORE NEW HOUSES LOSING THEIR FRONT GARDENS TO PARKING WHICH IN SOME AREAS WOULD BE AN AESTHETIC LOSS.
m) Notification of, and invitation to comment on, the review of Community Transport in Lancs – RESOLVED:  THE LOSS OF SERVICES SUCH AS RING AND RIDE WILL HIT THOSE WHO CAN LEAST AFFORD IT.  IT WAS NOT JUST A TRANSPORT SERVICE BUT WAS AN EXCELLENT SOCIAL MODE OF TRANSPORT FOR THOSE WHO DO NOT LIVE ON A BUS ROUTE.  IT IS HOWEVER AS CHEAP TO RING A TAXI IF TRAVELLING IN PARTIES.  THE COUNCIL WILL SUGGEST LOOKING TO ACQUIRE OUTSIDE OR PARTICIPATORY FUNDING BY WORKING WITH PARTNER BODIES AND ORGANISATIONS SUCH AS THE NHS.  IT MAY ALSO BE POSSIBLE TO OBTAIN SPONSORSHIP FROM BUSINESSES IN THE TOWNS ACCESSIBLE BY DIAL-A-RIDE TO ENSURE THE CONTINUANCE OF THE TRANSPORT SERVICE AND THE SUSTAINABILITY OF THE BUSINESSES IN THAT TOWN.
n) Update on the Central Lancashire Core Strategy. – THIS WILL BE CIRCULATED BY EMAIL.
o) Details of late items of correspondence received – i)  Notification from LCC of proposed Yarrow Valley Way/Butterworth Brow Junction Improvements – NOTED.  ii)  Notification that LCC will be offering the Parish Council the following delegated services – Sign Cleaning for £100 per annum – Clearing overgrowth from the back of footways for £50 per annum – Cutting grips in verges for £50 per annum and Grass Cutting (21.4km) for £1,124 per annum for a minimum of 3 safety cuts.  The first 3 can become operative this year but grass cutting only in 2012/13 –RESOLVED:  THE COUNCIL WILL AGREE TO TAKE ON SIGN CLEANING AND GRIP CUTTING AT THE RATES QUOTED.  THE SUM QUOTED FOR CUTTING BACK OVERGROWTH ON FOOTWAYS IS INSUFFICIENT.  A DEFINITE INTEREST IN GRASS CUTTING FOR THE 2012/13 FINANCIAL YEAR WILL BE SUBMITTED.  iii)  Info. from NALC on the publication of the Revised First Edition of ‘Standing Orders for Local Councils’ @ £25 – THE CLERK WILL OBTAIN FURTHER INFORMATION.
12. Reports, Complaints and Concerns from Parish Councillors
1) Councillor Cornwell was thanked for attending to grass verge damage at the top of Dob Brow.  The landowner will be asked to re-instate verge damage since remedial work was undertaken.

2) There are significant amounts of cigarette ends outside the Football Club and the Hinds Head.

3) Councillor Heaton will attend to repairs of the grit bin near the railway bridge, Church Lane.
4) Parking of large vehicles on Church Lane, associated with Arley Homes, is a problem.

5) Hedges from an empty property on Lichen Close are overhanging the footway – Councillor Taylor and the Lengthsman will attend to this.
6) Utility workings have sunk on Chorley Lane near the Freemans Lane junction.

7) Overgrowth on the footway on Chorley Lane requires spading back.

8) Lengthsman will be asked to cut grassed area between Hinds Head and Welch Whittle Gardens.

9) The Council will enquire with Chorley Council why the recent info. contained with Council Tax bills says there is a % increase and implies the Parish Council have increased their Precept when the Precept request has remained unchanged now for the third time.

10) LCC grass cutting programme indicates that the first cut should have taken place in late April – it was actually in May – the second cut is due approx. 20 June and the third approx. 20 August.  The Council will instruct Metcalfe’s to undertake a cut of the central core of the village at the beginning of June, the Lengthsman to follow this by strimming around street furniture.  A further Parish Council cut will be scheduled for early September for the Scarecrow Festival which will now take place on the second weekend in September, 9, 10 and 11 September. 2011.

11) The Lengthsman will be asked to plant to fill gaps in existing planting at Delph Gardens.  Pole Green Nurseries will be asked to replace dead perennials at Delph Gardens.
13. Reports from Committees and Representatives on Outside Bodies – Charnock Richard United Charity Trustees met prior to this meeting and discussions over land ownership boundaries remain ongoing.  Councillor Mrs Ogden reported a forthcoming seminar in connection with the Almshouses.  The Community Centre Trust will meet later this week.
14. Best Kept Village Competition and Best Kept Garden Competition – Action required for both competitions – Judging for the Best Kept Village Competition will take place randomly during June-Sept.  Grass verge cuts, planting and road sign cleaning (Councillors to compile a list for the next meeting) will be as discussed.  Councillors will undertake litter picks again this year, dates to be arranged.  The Orchard Gardens sign will be removed pending refurbishment.  LCC will be asked to remove the redundant pole on the A49 near the junction with German Lane.  Backing board will be re-attached to the Welch Whittle sign.  Mr David Brown, from the Chorley & District Agricultural Society, will be asked to judge the Best Kept Garden Competition again, mid-late July, nomination and commendation letters will be distributed at the June Meeting with a list of nominations compiled following the early July Meeting.  The presentation will be held on Thursday 20 October 2011 at the Football Club, the Mayor will be asked to present the prizes.
15. Orchard Gardens – Details will be included in the editorial in the Chronicle explaining that the Parish Council are proposing to create a garden at the Orchard Gardens site however, should parishioners have any alternative suggestions, ideas should be forwarded to the Clerk for assessment by the Parish Council prior to compiling the final scheme.
16. SPID – Acquisition and ongoing use of + possible purchase of additional plates for further locations.  Councillor Taylor confirmed that Croston Parish Council are in the process of purchasing their own SPID and therefore an additional 4 month share in the existing jointly owned SPID will be offered to Charnock Richard Parish Council with the remaining 2 month share being offered to Heskin PC.  Each of these 2 Councils will then retain an equal 6 months share in the SPID.  A verbal agreement was given to a figure of £300 for the additional 4 months.  A recent email from Croston PC requests offers – RESOLVED:  THE PARISH COUNCIL WILL OFFER THE £300 ORIGINALLY AGREED.  ADDITIONAL SITES AND PURCHASE OF ADDITIONAL PLATES WILL BE DISCUSSED AT THE JUNE MEETING.
17. Parish Council Newsletter – Items for inclusion – Annual Report, Financial Statement, Timetable of Meetings, Parish Councillors, Borough, County Councillor and MP’s contact details.  Request for information for the website and ideas or suggestions for Orchard Gardens.  Change of date for the 2011 Scarecrow Festival and an update on the Parish Rooms.  Draft will be approved next Meeting.
18. Planning – The Council made the following observations on applications discussed:
1) 11/00298/OUT – Application to extend the time limit for implementation of extant planning permission 08/00308/OUT for erection of a detached bungalow. Land 18m East of Beechcroft, Brook Lane, Charnock Richard.  NO OBJECTIONS.
2) 11/00299/OUT – Outline planning application for erection of a detached bungalow. Land 18m East of Beechcroft, Brook Lane, Charnock Richard.  NO OBJECTIONS.
3) 11/00132/ADV – Display of non-illuminated wall mounted sign.  Lancaster House Farm, Preston Road, Charnock Richard.  NO OBJECTIONS.
4) 11/00189/FUL – Erection of a single storey front extension.  Padua Farm, German Lane, Charnock Richard.  NO OBJECTIONS.  (The Council will request clarification that this application has been withdrawn as informed by the applicant).
5) 11/00320/TPO – Pruning of Sycamore Tree on Chorley Lane, Charnock Richard.  Land adjacent Dog & Partridge, Chorley Lane, Charnock Richard.  NO OBJECTIONS.

6) 11/00321/TPO – Retrospective application for tree pruning at Dog & Partridge, Chorley Lane, Charnock Richard.  Dog & Partridge development, Arley Homes, Chorley Lane, Charnock Richard.  NO OBJECTIONS – THE COUNCIL WILL REQUEST THAT GAPS IN SCREENING REMOVED DURING THE RECENT INSTALLATION OF DRAINS BETWEEN THE DEVELOPMENT AND NURSERY CLOSE, BE FILLED.
19. Accounts
Accounts for Payment:

Aon Ltd


Annual Insurance Premium



             £575.87
Chorley Council – 

Emptying Dog Waste Bins (VAT element)


   £57.43
Mrs C A Cross

Salary – (Net)






 £432.78
HM Revenue & Customs
Tax due by Clerk (Less amount overpaid)


     £0.59
Mr J Taylor


Reimburse cost of Hose and Reel for Delph Gardens
   £37.47

Receipts:

Chorley Borough Council
Precept 2011/2012




        £25,000.00
RESOLVED:  That the aforementioned Accounts are approved receipts and payments.

RESOLVED:  That the Financial Statement for the year ending 31 March 2011 the contents of which form the basis of the Parish Council Annual Return to the external auditors, together with the Statement of Assurances and the Bank Reconciliation Statement for Jan-Mar 2011, are approved for submission.

20. Lengthsman’s Payment - 125 Hours @ £7.50 per hour = £937.50 + £30.95 Materials for hanging baskets. RESOLVED:  Total Paid to Lengthsman £968.45.
Next Meeting:
Monday 6 June 2011



Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend

Meeting Closed:  10:00 pm

Chairman:








Date:
REPORT 1
Matters Arising from the Minutes to be noted by the Parish Council: 
a) Notification application for erection of stonewall to front of dwellinghouse and replacement of farm gate, Heidale, Preston Road, Charnock Richard – WITHDRAWN.
b) Notification outline permission granted for erection of two detached houses. 94 Chorley Lane.
c) Notification permission refused for erection of two-storey side extension. Brook House Farm, Brook Lane.

d) Confirmation possible breaches of planning control at Douglas Farm, German Lane and at land on Chorley Lane have been forwarded to the Development Control Dept. for investigation.

e) Copy of slides from the presentation of the organisation review of Lancashire Constabulary’s Southern Division – for your information.

f) Notice of poll for Chisnall Ward – 3 candidates.

g) Notification that branches of the Royal Bank of Scotland will be sold to Santander.

h) Copy CPRE Fieldwork – Spring 2011.

DECLARATION OF INTEREST:
If the interest to be declared arises only as a result of your membership of another public body or one to which you have been appointed by the Council, then you only need to declare it if you intend to speak.  If the personal interest is a prejudicial interest, you must withdraw from the meeting.  You should leave the room before the business starts to be discussed.  You do however, have the same right to speak as a member of the public and may remain in the room to enable you to exercise that right and then leave immediately.  In either case you must not seek to improperly influence a decision of the matter.
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