CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 2 August 2010 at 7.30pm in the Parish Rooms, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard

Present:  Councillors H Heaton (Chairman), J Hill, A J Shaw, S Lowe, A Cornwell, A Fairhurst, Mrs C Pilling, Mrs J Ogden, S Smithers, R Wingham and G Brennand. Also present County Councillor Malpas
REPORTS, COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC PRESENT
Including reports from the Police, Borough or County Councillor

Waste Transfer Station – Out of hours activity and un-sheeted vehicles leaving the site were reported.  LCC appear to be responsible for road repairs up-to the bridge therefore, by implication, it is illegal to drop the skips and drag them on the highway up-to the bridge, before going under the bridge.  There is little Police presence.  Residents appreciate that registration numbers and photographs would be useful.

Flooding at the junction of Town Lane, of both the carriageway and gardens, was a major problem in the recent heavy rainfall.  The Environment Agency confirmed the drains are not big enough to deal with such a large extent of water.  County Councillor Malpas also reported this to LCC following discussions with Borough Councillor Heaton.  Hillcrest vehicles were particularly helpful in removing the water from the carriageway.  Top water and sewerage drains were both backing up.  The road drains were all blocked and nothing could go down them to drain away.  The significant amount of water was also causing manhole covers in the road to lift.  LCC will be asked to clean out the gullies to prevent a recurrence.  It would appear that either the drains are not big enough or, they are not working efficiently enough to take the water away.  It was confirmed the system was rooted approx. 18-24 months ago.
50. Apologies - Were received and accepted from Councillor J Taylor (holidays).
51. Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any personal/prejudicial interest they may have to disclose in relation to matters on this Agenda and, any Declaration of Gifts, in accordance with the Local Government Act 2000 and the Parish Council Standing Orders and Code of Conduct - Councillor Heaton declared an interest in Planning As a member of the borough council planning committee.  he can take part in discussions BUT not in decisionS.
52. To Accept the Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 5 July 2010 - The Minutes of the previous Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 5 July 2010 had been circulated in advance of the Meeting.  RESOLVED:  Following confirmation of issues raised by Parish Councillors who were not present at the July Meeting, the Minutes were accepted as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.  
53. Update on Matters Arising from previous Meetings for note by the Council:  Report 1 (page 3) – ACCEPTED. 
54. Correspondence and Information items requiring discussion, observations or action:
a) Town Lane Waste Transfer Station –  confirmation A-one+ are investigating + Info from LCC re: status of a section of Town Lane – NOTED.
b) Confirmation nuisance at Mossie Close is a PACT priority + other info – NOTED.
c) Results of speed survey undertaken on Chorley Lane – NOTED, ON FILE.
d) Notification ROSPA inspections have been postponed plus costing of new inspection following installation of new equipment – CONFIRMED INSPECTIONS WILL RESUME NEXT YEAR – THE CLERK WILL CHECK WITH WICKSTEED WHETHER A POST INSTALLATION SURVEY IS NECESSARY.
e) Further information on Chorley’s 50+ games application – NOTED.
f) Information on the Joint Lancashire Local Transport Plan + Request for observations/responses – CLERK WILL FORWARD TO COUNCILLORS AGAIN FOR COMMENT NEXT MONTH.
g) Further information re:  installation of a water supply, Delph Lane – CONFIRMED OVERALL COST INCLUDING MATERIALS LIKELY TO BE APPROX. £350.00.  CONTRACTOR HAS BEEN INSTRUCTED TO PROCEED. WRITTEN CONFIRMATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF THIS AGREEMENT HAS BEEN RECEIVED FROM THE HOMEOWNER.
h) Details of late items of correspondence received i) Response from United Utilities to reports of poor quality drinking water in Charnock Richard – EACH REPORT WILL BE DEALT WITH INDIVIDUALLY BY CALLING 0845 746 2200.  ii) Reported thanks from Parochial Church Council for the Parish Council Donations – NOTED.  iii) Request for financial assistance towards the printing costs of the recently uncovered Diaries of James Darlington, to coincide with the 150th Anniversary of the Consecration of Christ Church Charnock Richard – FOLLOWING DISCUSSION RESOLVED:  THE APPLICATION FOR ASSISTANCE IS TOO LATE TO BE DISCUSSED AS A REQUEST FOR A DONATION HOWEVER, AS THIS IS IN THE INTERESTS OF PRESERVING THE HERITAGE OF THE PARISH, THE PARISH COUNCIL WILL PAY FOR THE PRINTING COSTS WHICH CAN BE REFUNDED FROM THE PROCEEDS OF SALE. iv) Report received that the RAC website directs drivers to exit the motorway at Charnock Richard Services to access homes on the Foxwood – COUNCILLOR SMITHERS AGREED TO CHECK THIS, AND SIMILAR WEBSITES, AND REPORT BACK
55. Reports, Complaints and Concerns from Parish Councillors
1. Hedges on Charter Lane require cutting back.

2. The Lengthsman will be asked to cut back hedges at Orchard Gardens.

3. Councillors were disappointed at the poor turnout for the recent litter-pick.

4. Report received of suspected rabbit poaching on Delph Lane.

5. Oak Trees growing in the hedges on Town Lane have had their growth stunted by continuous hedge cutting.  Councillors feel they should be allowed to mature.

6. A litter-pick is required on German Lane.

7. The kerb-edges on Town Lane are cracked/sinking due to HGV’s running onto the pavement.

8. Exiting from the junction, Butterworth Brow onto Yarrow Valley Way, is extremely difficult and there is frequently a back-log of vehicles.  

9. Vehicles park on Yarrow Valley Way at school times however this is believed to be a clearway. 
56. Reports from Committees and Representatives on Outside Bodies – Councillor Cornwell attended the LALC Area Committee Meeting, which was poorly attended.  The Chorley Council Rural Housing Needs Survey was discussed and an increase in crime figures in all areas was reported – Councillor Cornwell attended the Borough/Parish Liaison Meeting where it was confirmed that 95% of attendees agreed SPID’s are a good idea.  Parish Plans are proving not particularly useful or helpful.  Similar views were expressed on Quality Parish Councils – Councillor Mrs Ogden attended an Almshouse Meeting and there will be a Tea Party in the Almshouse grounds 3-6:00pm on 15/8/10 £2.50 to attend – Councillor Heaton attended the Community Centre Trust Meeting, following recent vandalism windows need replacing.  Councillor Cornwell suggested the Parish Council make a donation to assist with refurbishments.  It was explained that the Committee are currently looking at some major funding applications.  Should these not come to fruition it may be necessary to approach the Council in the future - The Charnock Richard United Charity Trustees met earlier this evening, progress is ongoing with regard to land ownership on Charter Lane.
57. Best Kept Village Competition – Action required - A further grass verge cut will be undertaken, working around the LCC cut.  Chorley BC will be asked to cut the grassed area on Meadowlands before the Scarecrow Festival – Details of the Poster Competition Winners were as follows: Winner Juniors - Ella Edmondson:  Runner Up Junior – Andrew Wilson:   Winner Infants – Izzy Thompson: Runner Up Infants – Mia Currie:
58. Best Kept Garden Competition – Nominations received, list will be forwarded for judging.
59. Information/Update on SPID – The Clerk reported that Bretherton will be pulling out of the 3-way agreement with Croston and Heskin however Croston will be retaining a half-share of Bretherton’s 1/3.  Therefore it is only possible to purchase a maximum of 3 months use of the SPID at an approx. cost of £300, figure to be confirmed.  RESOLVED:  THIS IS BETTER THAN NO USE AT ALL THEREFORE THE COUNCIL WILL PROCEED WITH ENTERING INTO AN AGREEMENT.
60. Planning 
1) 10/00654/FUL – Erection of a two-storey side extension to create additional living accommodation.  16 Meadowlands, Charnock Richard.  NO OBJECTIONS.
61. Accounts
Accounts for Payment:

Collins & Darwell Ltd – Printing Newsletter






    £60.00

Mrs C A Cross – Reimburse expenses - Poster Competition – prizes/copying/laminating
    £86.40
Mrs C A Cross - Salary – Net








  £332.80
HM Revenue & Customs - Tax due by Clerk 





    £83.20
Mr Purtill – Grass verge cut (previous cheque cancelled - did not include VAT)

  £352.50
Receipts:

HM Revenue & Customs – VAT Repayment 09/10





  £387.23

Chorley Council – Remainder of funding towards Mossy Close Play Area Project

£1000.00
RESOLVED:  That the aforementioned Accounts are approved receipts and payments.

62. Lengthsman’s Payment - 100 hours @ £7.42 per hour = £742.00 + £49.36 for plants. RESOLVED:  Total Paid £791.36.
Next Meeting:
Monday 6 September 2010


Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend
Meeting Closed:  9:10 pm

Chairman:








Date:
REPORT 1
Matters Arising from the Minutes to be noted by the Parish Council: 
a) Notification planning permission granted for erection of 2 detached dwellings on plots 3 & 4 approved by outline permission no. 07/01068/OUT. 69 Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.
b) Letter of thanks for Donation from Chorley & South Ribble Shopmobility.

c) Copy of the order under Highways Act 1980 – Section 119 – Diversion of Parts of Public Footpath No 4, Charnock Richard – off Park Hall Road
d) Copy Agenda Borough/Parish Council Liaison Meeting – 21 July 2010, 6: 30 pm.  
e) Chorley Council Annual Report 2009-2010.

f) Info. from County Councillor Malpas relating to a consultation event ‘Chorley your Town your Say’ proposed for Thursday 29 July 2010, Chorley Library (details emailed to Councillors)
g) Confirmation of receipt of reported problem with public footpath/bridleway 34, Freemans Lane.

h) Confirmation Chorley Council enforcement officer investigating alleged breach of planning control Guest House Farm, Croston Lane.

i) Confirmation highway matters reported after last meeting are being investigated.

j) Confirmation request for drop kerbs at Town Lane and Croston Lane has been received.

k) Confirmation Casey’s will arrange for overgrown hedges on German Lane to be cut back.

l) Notification LCC issued enforcement notice on operators. Highfield Farm, Jolly Tar Lane, Coppull.

m) Info. from LALC – Letter requesting donation from Vitalise – Galloways Newsletter + DPO update
DECLARATION OF INTEREST:
If the interest to be declared arises only as a result of your membership of another public body or one to which you have been appointed by the Council, then you only need to declare it if you intend to speak.  If the personal interest is a prejudicial interest, you must withdraw from the meeting.  You should leave the room before the business starts to be discussed.  You do however, have the same right to speak as a member of the public and may remain in the room to enable you to exercise that right and then leave immediately.  In either case you must not seek to improperly influence a decision of the matter.
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