CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 4 April 2011 at 7.30pm in the Parish Rooms, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.

Present:  Councillors H Heaton (Chairman), A J Shaw, J Hill, S Lowe, A Cornwell, Mrs C Pilling, Mrs J Ogden, J Taylor and R Wingham.

REPORTS, COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC PRESENT
Including reports from the Police, Borough or County Councillor

Arley Homes Development, Chorley Lane – A resident of Nursery Close enquired about the Parish Council opinion on the status of the land developed by Arley Homes.  The Chairman confirmed that the Parish Council had proposed this location in the sites for suggestion as having the potential for development.  It was acknowledged that the land was derelict and the Council were unaware of any problems with the substructure of the land however, they were aware of the presence of a pond at some point in time.  The resident present stated that he had always known there were potential problems with this development and that he had stated so at the planning committee meeting.  He has had pre and post surveys undertaken privately and the results indicate that the cracks, creaks and ill-fitting furniture is as a result of the piling, which was inappropriate so close to residential property, and he is now at the stage of legal action with Arley Homes.  His property has suffered quite substantial damage and his outlay in fees, surveyors and planning consultant fees is considerable.  He is now facing moving out whilst the remedial work is undertaken and facing litigation with Arley Homes.  The Chairman confirmed that the Parish Council sympathise with the problems, issues and damage he has had to deal with however, this is a civil matter.  The Parish Council agreed to confirm their views with Arley Homes in connection with the issues raised by the resident. The Parish Council never envisaged that any residents would have such damage to their homes as a result of this development.
Land rear of Chorley Lane – It has been suggested by residents on Chorley Lane that land at the rear of their homes will be developed within 3 years.  It was confirmed that the land in question is currently land-locked and could only be accessed by the demolition of a property.  Residents’ hope that should such plans come to fruition the Parish Council will support them in their objections to avoid a repeat performance of the current situation between homeowners and developers.
Waste Transfer Station, Town Lane –  A CD of images was provided.  It was reported that small skips appear to be travelling along Town Lane in excess of the 30mph speed limit, the site operator and LCC will be informed.  The Parish Council would still like a site visit by LCC Officers.
155. Apologies - Were received and accepted from Councillors A Fairhurst, G Brennand and S Smithers.  Apologies were also received from County Councillor Malpas. 
156. Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any personal/prejudicial interest they may have to disclose in relation to matters on this Agenda and, any Declaration of Gifts, in accordance with the Local Government Act 2000 and the Parish Council Standing Orders and Code of Conduct - Councillor Heaton declared an interest in Planning As a member of the borough council planning committee.  he can take part in discussions BUT not in decisionS.
157. To Accept the Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 7 March 2011 - The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 7 March 2011 had been circulated in advance of the Meeting.  RESOLVED:  The Minutes were accepted as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.  
158. Update on Matters Arising from previous Meetings for note by the Council:  Report 1 (page 4) – ACCEPTED
159. Correspondence and Information items requiring discussion, observations or action:
a) Info. and Policy Consultation on a Community Right to Challenge – NOTED.
b) Info. and Policy Consultation on a Community Right to Buy – Assets of Community Value – RESOLVED:  THE PARISH COUNCIL SUPPORT THIS IDEA.
c) Response to issues raised re: types of waste entering the Waste Transfer Station, Town Lane – THE COUNCIL WILL REPORT ISSUES RAISED BY THE PUBLIC.
d) Response from Highways Agency to Parish Council comments following discussions at last months meeting – NOTED.  THE CHORLEY GUARDIAN REPORTER WILL BE ASKED TO RESPOND TO THE PARISH COUNCIL EMAIL ON THIS SUBJECT.
e) Police response to request for accident statistics Butterworth Brow/New Road junction – THE POLICE REPLY CAN ONLY GIVE INJURY ACCIDENT STATISTICS HOWEVER, THE CLERK HAS DOWNLOADED ACCIDENT STATISTICS AND INFORMATION FROM THE LCC MARIO WEBSITE.  THE PARISH COUNCIL STILL BELIEVE THIS IS A DANGEROUS JUNCTION AND WILL THEREFORE REQUEST A ROUNDABOUT AS WAS ORIGINALLY SUGGESTED IN THE INITIAL PROPOSALS FOR THIS LOCATION.
f) Current position re: landscaping works, Charnock House Farm, Church Lane – NOTED.
g) Invitation to Chairman of the Council to attend the Mayor’s Civic Reception, 20 May, Town Hall – THE CHAIRMAN SUGGESTED THAT THE VICE-CHAIRMAN MAY WISH TO ATTEND AS HE WILL BE ATTENDING IN HIS BOROUGH COUNCIL CAPACITY.
h) Info from LALC – Three Tier Forum representation – Info. on legislation relating to parking on pavements – CORRESPONDENCE ON THIS SUBJECT AND HEATED DISCUSSIONS AT THE AREA COMMITTEE MEETING WERE REPORTED.  THE PARISH COUNCIL WILL ASK THAT THEIR VIEWS ON THIS SUBJECT BE CIRCULATED TO OTHER PARISH COUNCILS.
i) Suggestion you may have a link to our website from Whittle-le-Woods website – AGREED.
j) Notification LCC is considering introducing a 40mph speed limit on the A49 Sibberings Brow/Preston Road, Charnock Richard and request for your observations on the proposals – RESOLVED:  THE PARISH COUNCIL HAS NO OBJECTIONS TO THESE PROPOSALS HOWEVER, THEY WOULD IDEALLY HAVE LIKED IT TO BE EXTENDED TO THE MILL LANE/PRESTON ROAD JUNCTION.
k) Info. on LCC Delegated Services Pilot Projects – Public Rights of Way through the Parish Lengthsman Scheme + invitation for expressions of interest in the pilot projects – COUNCILLOR TAYLOR, HAVING REVIEWED THIS DOCUMENTATION, EXPLAINED THAT IT IS AIMED AT THE LCC LENGTHSMAN SCHEME WHICH THE PARISH COUNCIL LOOKED INTO SOME TIME AGO AND DECIDED NOT TO PURSUE.  IT WOULD APPEAR THAT THE SCHEME IS RATHER COMPLICATED AT THE PILOT STAGE BY LCC TRYING TO LINK THE PROCESS WITH THEIR RECENT DELEGATED SERVICES PROTOCOL – RESOLVED:  THIS WILL NOT BE PURSUED AT THIS TIME.
l) Request for observations from LCC on the Parish and Town Council Charter refresh/review – COUNCILLORS TO REVIEW THIS DOCUMENT FOR COMMENT – MAY AGENDA.
m) Details of late items of correspondence received – i)  Presentation by acting Chief Super-Intend ant Graham Coulston-Hermann on the new organisational restructure of Southern Division of Lancs. Constabulary on 14/4/11 at Chorley Town Hall - COUNCILLOR HEATON WILL BE ATTENDING IN HIS BOROUGH COUNCIL CAPACITY.  ii)  Notification that Audit of the Parish Council Accounts for year ending 31/3/11 will take place on 8 July 2011. iii)  Notification of Chorley Community Transport Event, Flat Iron, Chorley 19/4/11.  iv)  Request for suggested locations for salt-bins in the Parish – NO LOCATIONS IN THE PARISH WHICH WILL SATISFY LCC CRITERIA.
160. Reports, Complaints and Concerns from Parish Councillors
1. Street light No.6, Church Lane, is out.

2. Parked vehicles on Church Lane on the blind bend are proving very dangerous for other road-users.  Councillor Taylor will report this at the forthcoming PACT Meeting.

3. Dog fouling on Church Lane, in the vicinity of the school, is quite bad at the moment.

4. LCC will be informed that the public footpath from Freemans Lane, rather than the bridleway, is being used regularly by a horse-rider.  Details will be given to LCC.

5. Councillor Cornwell will investigate reports of nuisance after 8pm at Mossie Close Play Area.

6. It was confirmed that the wider footway in-front of the Arley Homes development was agreed as part of the planning permission granted.

7. Councillor Heaton confirmed he is investigating Combatzone, operating at the Park Hall site, without planning permission.

8. The excessive litter on the overspill car park at the Bowling Green has improved slightly – this will be monitored and reported to Chorley Council if it does not improve.
9. The Lengthsman will be asked to litter pick Old Hall Lane, Town Lane, Mill Lane, Park Hall Road and Whittle Bottoms.
10. Councillor Taylor reported that he is continuing to pursue the results of the expression of interest by the Parish Council in taking on a number of services in the Parish eg: grass verge cutting, sign cleaning, grip-cutting and spading back footways.  It was reported that LCC have offered delegation of all services to Borough Councils first however, Chorley Council have not yet reached a decision as to whether they wish to take on these services.  Councillor Taylor will continue to pursue this matter.

11. The storm drain opposite the entrance to Park Hall has sunk and requires attention.

12. It was reported that a lot of signs have been erected in the vicinity of Park Hall/Camelot advertising the opening dates and directing them to the site. These are illegal and can be removed
13. Mr Prescott will be thanked for cutting hedges on German Lane.

14. The enforcement officer will be asked to investigate extensive building work at Douglas Farm, German Lane.

15. Wood and fencing have been dumped on Town Lane.

16. The Arboricultural Officer at Chorley Council will be asked to supply labels to ensure the oak trees on Town Lane are protected from cutting by the farmer.

17. Councillor Brennand has agreed to speak to HGV delivery drivers regarding their speeding on Church Lane.
161. Reports from Committees and Representatives on Outside Bodies – Councillor Cornwell reported on his attendance at the LALC Area Committee Meeting.  Councillor Mrs Ogden has attended an Almshouse Meeting.  Charnock Richard United Charity Trustees met prior to this meeting, discussions with regard to land boundaries and ownership are ongoing.
162. Acceptance of Annual Audit Plan for forthcoming year and review of documentation in the Parish Councillors Information Pack – Councillors reviewed their copies in their own time before this meeting enabling discussion of any possible amendment required prior to adoption in May - RESOLVED:  THE ANNUAL AUDIT PLAN WAS ACCEPTED FOR 2011/2012. COUNCILLORS ARE HAPPY WITH THE CONTENTS OF THEIR COUNCILLORS INFORMATION PACK INFORMATION WITHOUT AMENDMENT.
163. Best Kept Village Competition – Formulation of Action Plan – By reference to the judges reports from last years entry – the Notice Boards will be stained, more perennials will be planted at Welch Whittle Gardens with the addition of more colour for June, July and August.  The sign at Orchard Gardens will be taken down temporarily and discussions on this site will take place at the May Meeting.  The Lengthsman will be asked to spade back footways on Chorley Lane and Dob Brow.  LCC will be asked to spade back the footway on Park Hall Road and cut back hedges in front of the school on Church Lane.
164. Planning 
1) 11/00167/DIS – Application to discharge conditions 5 (external fencing materials) 7 (landscaping) 9 (hard ground surfacing materials) 13 (fences and walls) and 15 (lighting) of planning approval 10/00267/FULMAJ. 41 Church Lane, Charnock Richard.  NO COMMENT.
2) 11/00183/FUL – Erection of two storey side extension.  Brook House Farm, Brook Lane, Charnock Richard.  NO OBJECTIONS.
165. Accounts
Accounts for Payment:
LALC – Annual Subscriptions







    £401.87

Chorley Council – Grass Cutting costs






    £154.44

Chorley Council – Emptying Dog Waste Bins





    £287.16

Mrs C A Cross - Salary – Net








    £332.80
HM Revenue & Customs - Tax due by Clerk 





      £83.20
RESOLVED:  That the above payments were approved.

166. Lengthsman’s Payment - RESOLVED:  100 Hours @ £7.42 per hour = £742.00 + £31.29 materials and plants.  Total Paid £773.39.
Next Meeting:
Monday 9 May 2011

Annual Parish Meeting 7:00 pm






Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 7:30 pm







Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend
Meeting Closed:  9:58 pm

Chairman:








Date:
REPORT 1
Matters Arising from the Minutes to be noted by the Parish Council: 
a) Notification planning permission granted to replace extant outline permission on part of site which permitted residential development. 69 Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.
b) Notification retrospective planning permission granted for 3 hard standing bays for residents of 51, 53 and 55 Leeson Avenue, Charnock Richard.
c) Notification planning permission REFUSED for proposed detached storage building.  Cross End House, Back Lane, Charnock Richard.
d) Info. from Help Direct on Time Banks.
e) Copy Chorley & South Ribble CVS Standard.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST:
If the interest to be declared arises only as a result of your membership of another public body or one to which you have been appointed by the Council, then you only need to declare it if you intend to speak.  If the personal interest is a prejudicial interest, you must withdraw from the meeting.  You should leave the room before the business starts to be discussed.  You do however, have the same right to speak as a member of the public and may remain in the room to enable you to exercise that right and then leave immediately.  In either case you must not seek to improperly influence a decision of the matter.
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