CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 4 October 2010 at 7.30pm in the Parish Rooms, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard

Present:  Councillors J Taylor (Acting Chairman), J Hill, A J Shaw, S Lowe, Mrs J Ogden, Mrs C Pilling, S Smithers, R Wingham, A Fairhurst and G Brennand. 
REPORTS, COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC PRESENT
Including reports from the Police, Borough or County Councillor
Waste Transfer Station – CD of photographs provided will be forwarded to LCC.  It appears the Highways Agency have marked areas on the bridge requiring remedial attention, any major work to the bridge could be difficult.  There have been no skips dragged under the bridge recently.  When mining ceased several years ago and LCC undertook reclamation work there was a fence erected around the site and on route to the public footpath.  When trees were pruned and problems with a water leak occurred, the fence was removed and has never been re-instated.  The ditch adjacent to the fence-line is now open and considered dangerous.  
Reports – Blocked drains on the A49, from the Hinds Head public house towards Town Lane, are making existing flooding problems at Town Lane worse.  Gullies have been emptied but not jetted.  Councillor Taylor agreed to pursue this matter.  The middle section of hedges at the rear of Welch Whittle Gardens has been left un-cut as it is unsafe for the Lengthsman to use a ladder to cut the top of the hedges.  It would be possible for the farmer to cut the top from inside the field and, as other hedges owned by the farmer are of a reasonable height it is considered un-necessary for this hedge to be left un-cut.  Councillor Heaton will be asked to speak to the farmer on this subject.  The BT telephone exchange box in-front of Glenmar is BT Openreach Cab3.  A resident present thanked LCC for replacing the salt box at the junction of Back Lane with a new one, and filling it.  At the junction of Back Lane and the A49, Preston Road, water is seeping through the damaged tarmac road surface and the surface is eroding away and has resulted in a pot-hole on Back Lane.  Remedial filling was undertaken in July but more attention is now required before someone is injured.  Councillor Taylor will pursue this matter.  Public Footpaths from Croston Lane, over the motorway, to Whittle Bottoms have once again been obliterated, signs and way-markers are missing and stiles have once again been broken.  A number of signs, ‘No Through Way’, ‘Private’ and ‘No Entry’ have been erected.  It would seem the damage has been done by motocross bikes using this land.
74. Apologies - Were received and accepted from Councillors H Heaton (holidays), A Cornwell (attending LALC Area Committee Meeting as Parish Council rep.) and County Councillor Malpas.
75. Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any personal/prejudicial interest they may have to disclose in relation to matters on this Agenda and, any Declaration of Gifts, in accordance with the Local Government Act 2000 and the Parish Council Standing Orders and Code of Conduct – COUNCILLOR SHAW DECLARED AN INTEREST IN ITEM f) OF CORRESPONDENCE/INFORMATION ITEMS, HE WILL NOT TAKE PART IN DISCUSSIONS
76. To Accept the Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 6 September 2010 - The Minutes of the previous Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 6 September 2010 had been circulated in advance of the Meeting.  RESOLVED:  The Minutes were accepted as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.  
77. Update on Matters Arising from previous Meetings for note by the Council:  Report 1 (page 5) – ACCEPTED. 
78. Correspondence and Information items requiring discussion, observations or action:
a) Info, and request for views on, the proposed Council Tax Increase Referendum – FULL DETAILS OF THE FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS WERE EXPLAINED AND NOTED.
b) Notification of new interactive website launched by Police – LOOP – DETAILS WILL BE DISPLAYED IN THE NOTICE BOARDS AND DETAILED IN THE CHRONICLE AND ON THE PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE.
c) Notification grants of up to £500 are available from VIP to Local Community Groups and Organisations for good causes – COMMUNITY CENTRE TRUST REPS. TOOK DETAILS.
d) Notification next Borough/Parish Council Liaison Meeting – 20 October 2010 – COUNCILLORS CORNWELL AND TAYLOR WILL ATTEND.
e) Notification of completion of Audit of Parish Council Accounts for year ended 31 March 2010 – no matters giving cause for concern – advisory notes on fixed assets figure – the PARISH COUNCIL ACCEPTED THE Audited Annual Return of Parish Council Accounts for year ended 31 March 2010, ADVISORY NOTES ON FIXED ASSETS WILL BE ADDRESSED AND ACCURATELY REFLECTED IN NEXT YEARS RETURN.
f) Notification from Coppull PC that meeting with Wigan Mining re: Darlington Sidings has been arranged for 10:00 am, 15 October 2010 at Wigan Mining – address to be confirmed – COUNCILLOR WINGHAM IS UNABLE TO ATTEND, COUNCILLOR SMITHERS WILL ATTEND IN HIS ABSENCE, ALONG WITH COUNCILLOR CORNWELL.
g) Response from Police to enquiries re: parked cars for sale on highway + details of recent thefts – NOTED.
h) Update on progress with Phase II Mossie Close Play Area Refurbishments – THE CLERK REPORTED THAT REFURBISHMENTS HAD BEEN ABLE TO PROGRESS FASTER THAN ORIGINALLY ANTICIPATED AND WERE NOW WELL UNDERWAY.  THE POTENTIAL COSTS OF REPAIRS TO THE EXISTING WET-POUR SAFETY SURFACING ARE EXTENSIVE AND THEREFORE THE COUNCIL WILL EXPLORE OTHER MEASURES.  IT WAS NECESSARY TO ORDER A SKIP TO REMOVE THE OLD SAFETY TILES FROM THE SITE AT A COST OF £428.88.  RESOLVED:  THE COUNCIL WILL SETTLE THE TOTAL BILL WHEN RECEIVED FROM WICKSTEED, RATHER THAN PAYING IT IN TWO HALVES.  COUNCILLOR HILL WILL REPLACE BEARINGS ON THE PLAYDALES SWINGS AND THE HEADBOLT IN THE A-FRAME OF THE OLDER SWINGS.  PROGRESS WITH NEW SIGNAGE RELATING TO CLOSURE TIMES ON THE SITE WILL BE STRESSED AS URGENT.  IP JONES FENCING WILL BE ASKED FOR A QUOTATION FOR REPAIRS TO THE WOODEN PIECE OF PLAY EQUIPMENT ORIGINALLY MANUFACTURED BY THEM AND, WILL BE ASKED TO QUOTE FOR PAINTING THE REMAINING EXISTING EQUIPMENT FORMING PART OF PHASE II.  Councillor Fairhurst would like to see the tenders for the refurbishments which have taken place.  Chorley Council are keen to use the Parish Council successful bid and the speed with which the project was completed as a ‘good news’ story, should the Parish Council so wish.
i) Response from Arley Homes to enquiries made regarding proposed piling at the site – DETAILS OF PILING SHOULD HAVE BEEN INCLUDED FROM THE OUTSET.  IT APPEARS THAT PILING IS TAKING PLACE ON THE WHOLE SITE FOR STABILITY, POSSIBLY BECAUSE THEY REMOVED SO MANY TREES.  THE NOISE AND VIBRATION IS PRESENT FROM 8:30 am.  COUNCILLOR TAYLOR WILL ARRANGE A SITE-VISIT, POSSIBLY WITH COUNCILLOR CORNWELL, AND REPORT BACK.
j) Request for views from Chorley Council to proposed name “Birch Close” for the new development near the Dog & Partridge, Chorley Lane – THE COUNCIL FELT IT WAS DIFFICULT TO SUPPORT THIS CHOICE OF NAME DUE TO THE LARGE NUMBER OF TREES REMOVED FROM THE SITE TO PROGRESS THE DEVELOPMENT.  RESOLVED: THE ALTERNATIVE SUGGESTION OF “PARTRIDGE CLOSE”, CREATING A LINK WITH THE PUBLIC HOUSE AT THE SITE, WILL BE SUBMITTED.
k) Info. from LCC re: launch of Delegated Services Protocol (emailed to Councillors) – RESOLVED:  AN EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FORM WILL BE SUBMITTED FOR SIGN CLEANING, SIDING BACK FOOTWAYS, CUTTING GRIPS INTO VERGES AND GRASS CUTTING.  THE COUNCIL WILL AWAIT THE NEXT STAGE.
l) Notification of forthcoming temporary road closure 18 Oct 2010 – 2 Jan 2011, Dob Brow/Butterworth Brow + associated and additional info. and highway issues – THE LENGTH OF CLOSURE SEEMS EXCESSIVE.  IT WAS EXPLAINED THAT THIS IS LIKELY TO BE THE WORSE CASE SCENARIO AND THAT WORK IS LIKELY TO BE COMPLETED BEFORE THE JANUARY DATE.  COUNCILLOR TAYLOR WILL TRY TO OBTAIN MORE SPECIFIC DATES.   BUSES WILL HAVE TO BE DIVERTED AND PRECAUTIONARY SALTING ROUTES COULD BE AFFECTED.  COUNCILLOR TAYLOR CONFIRMED THAT DURING THE PERIOD OF ROAD CLOSURE, CHURCH LANE WILL BE SALTED AS THE ALTERNATIVE ROUTE HOWEVER, ON COMPLETION OF THE WORK SALTING WILL REVERT BACK TO THE NORMAL PRECAUTIONARY ROUTE AND CHURCH LANE WILL NOT BE SALTED.
m) Details of late items of correspondence received i)  Info. for inclusion in the Newsletter relating to health and safety around Halloween and Bonfire Night.  RESOLVED:  DETAILS WILL BE DISPLAYED ON THE WEBSITE. ii)  Info. from Chorley Council detailing the possible cost implications of the forthcoming 2011 Parish Council Elections – THE COUNCIL NOTED THE COSTS RANGING FROM £250 FOR AN UNCONTESTED ELECTION TO £5000 FOR A STAND ALONE ELECTION AND £4000 FOR A COMBINED CONTESTED ELECTION.  THE COUNCIL RESOLVED TO ACCEPT THE OUTCOME OF THE 2011 ELECTIONS FOLLOWING WHICH RISK ASSESSMENTS WILL BE MADE TO DETERMINE HOW/WHETHER TO BUDGET FOR AN ANNUAL SUM WHICH CAN BE ACCUMULATED TOWARDS FUTURE POTENTIAL ELECTION COSTS.
79. Reports, Complaints and Concerns from Parish Councillors
1. The ginnell from Church Lane through to Lichen Close requires regular sweeping.
2. Litter bins on Church Lane:- at the junction of Meadowlands, near the mini-market and near the school are full and overflowing at times.  The dog-bin near the school is also full and the litter bin near the Hinds Head is full.  Councillors were asked to note which bins appeared to be being missed by the weekly collections and report back to the Clerk.

3. Street light No. 26 on Lichen Close and No. 6 on Leeson Avenue have intermittent faults.

4. The mirror on Church Lane, opposite Delph Lane, has been stolen.

5. Delph Gardens will be re-planted for the winter.

6. Councillor Fairhurst queried the employment status of the 2 men assisting the Lengthsman with his duties.  It was confirmed that the Parish Council have copies of the Lengthsman’s Public and Employers Liability insurance details on file.  The Parish Council contract with the Lengthsman it is then up to him how he deals with those who assist him.

7. Dogs coming out of Lower House Farm, near the Delph on Delph Lane, are a problem and are intimidating for public right of way users.

8. The Parish Council website needs an input of new information to ensure it is kept up-to-date.  
9. Problems with dog-fouling on Town Lane.  A dog waste bin or litter bin will be requested.

10. Councillor Taylor confirmed that he has reported water coming from the culvert watercourse at the top of Sibberings Brow to LCC.
80. Reports from Committees and Representatives on Outside Bodies  Charnock Richard United Charity Trustees have met again this evening and progress with land ownership/boundaries remains ongoing.  RESOLVED:  That Councillors Shaw and Hill continue in their office as Representative Trustees for a further term of office.   LALC Annual Conference – The Clerk attended a useful and informative event.
81. Best Kept Village Competition Results  The Clerk confirmed the results of the 2010 Lancashire Best Kept Village Competition with Charnock Richard winning the most improved Medium Village and Welch Whittle winning the most improved small village.  Heaton’s Farm won the Best Farm with the Francis Darlington Almshouses and the Cricket Field both receive Highly Commended Certificates.   It was agreed that Councillors Heaton and Smithers attend the presentation on behalf of Charnock Richard, Councillors Shaw and Lowe on behalf of Welch Whittle and Mr & Mrs Purtill will collect the trophy for the Best Farm.  The Parish Council were delighted with the level of success in this years competition and will endeavour to improve even further next year.
82. Best Kept Garden Competition Presentation Evening  Confirmed as Thursday 11 November, 7:30 pm, Charnock Richard Football Club, Charter Lane.  The Mayor will be making the presentations and invitations to all nominees, the judge, the Lengthsman, the MP, the County Councillor and the Police will be sent out in due course.  Plaques have been ordered and trophies will be engraved.
83. Standing Orders - RESOLVED:  In accordance with Standing Order No 19, Standing Order No 18 be suspended to allow the remaining items of business to be concluded.
84. Information/Update on SPID  Councillor Taylor confirmed SPID plates have been ordered and will be erected by LCC by the end of October.  Councillor Taylor and the Lengthsman have had some tuition from one of the other Parishes.  The SPID will require recharging and moving around and further training from LCC must be undertaken.
85. Planning 
1) 10/00809/FUL – Retrospective application for children’s play frame with slide swing and platform to act as tree house. Tan House Farm, Preston Road, Charnock Richard. NO OBJECTIONS.
2) 10/00752/MNMA - Minor material amendment to substitute two storey house types ( Ashbourne, Bowden and Hale) on plots nos. 1, 4, 5, 6, 7, 13 and 24 to storey two and half storey house types (Newbury, Harbury and Grantham) and re-orientation of plot 12 in relation to Planning Application 10/00359/FULMAJ – THE COUNCIL OBJECT TO THESE PROPOSALS, PARTICULARLY FOR PLOT 1, AS THE PROPOSED TWO AND A HALF STOREY HOUSES WOULD BE TOTALLY OUT OF KEEPING WITH THE GENERAL CHARACTER OF THE EXISTING PROPERTIES IN THE PARISH.
3) 10/00605/FUL – AMENDMENT – to position of access track in application for change of use of agricultural land to domestic curtilage to provide new access to the highway and closure of existing access.  Land between Lathom House Barn and 129 Church Lane, Charnock Richard.  NO OBJECTIONS.
86. Accounts
Accounts for Payment:

BDO LLP – Audit Fee 








  £334.88

CA Traffic Ltd – SPID Plates








  £278.48

Mrs C A Cross - Salary – Net








  £332.80
HM Revenue & Customs - Tax due by Clerk 





    £83.20
Mrs C A Cross – LALC Conference – 50% of cost





    £16.50

Bowland Groundworks – Skip and loading 






  £428.88

RESOLVED:  That the aforementioned Accounts are approved for payment.

The Clerk reported that the printer owned by Wrightington Parish Council had now broken and rather than continuing to have 2 printers enquired whether Charnock Richard Parish Council would be prepared to share the use, and any future maintenance, repair or renewal costs, associated with their laserjet printer, with Wrightington Parish Council.  Wrightington Parish Council will purchase a set of toner cartridges at the outset and then share any future costs as detailed above.  RESOLVED:  THE PARISH COUNCIL ARE HAPPY TO PROCEED WITH SHARED COSTS ON THIS BASIS.

87. Lengthsman’s Payment – Winter Gritting Protocol and associated revised documentation – Councillor Taylor is happy to head a working party to discuss and progress a salting/gritting protocol and guidance for the Lengthsman.  The working party will comprise Councillors Taylor, Hill and Shaw and will report back on progress at the November Meeting.  100 hours worked @ £7:42 per hour.  Total Paid £742.00
Next Meeting:
Monday 1 November 2010


Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend
Meeting Closed:  10:00 pm

Chairman:








Date:
REPORT 1
Matters Arising from the Minutes to be noted by the Parish Council: 
a) Notification planning permission granted for erection of two storey side extension to create additional living accommodation.  16 Meadowlands.  Charnock Richard.
b) Copy Minutes from last LALC Area Committee Meeting in July and Agenda for forthcoming Meeting on 4 October 2010.

c) Notification alternative route following diversion of public footpath 4, Charnock Richard, became operative on 6 September 2010.  Extinguishment of original footpath will come into force when LCC certify work to alternative route to make it fit for public use has been carried out.

DECLARATION OF INTEREST:
If the interest to be declared arises only as a result of your membership of another public body or one to which you have been appointed by the Council, then you only need to declare it if you intend to speak.  If the personal interest is a prejudicial interest, you must withdraw from the meeting.  You should leave the room before the business starts to be discussed.  You do however, have the same right to speak as a member of the public and may remain in the room to enable you to exercise that right and then leave immediately.  In either case you must not seek to improperly influence a decision of the matter.
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