 CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 5 July 2010 at 7.30pm in the Parish Rooms, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard

Present:  Councillors H Heaton (Chairman), J Hill, A J Shaw, J Taylor, A Cornwell, A Fairhurst, 

S Smithers and R Wingham.  Also present County Councillor Malpas.
REPORTS, COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC PRESENT
Including reports from the Police, Borough or County Councillor

Members of the Public:  There are no dropped kerbs at the junctions of Town Lane and Croston Lane and the A49 Preston Road.  It was confirmed that once the legal formalities have been complied with the 30 mph speed limit will be extended on Town Lane.

County Councillor Malpas:  Reported on the site meeting at the Waste Transfer Station - Town Lane – Traffic concerns, loss of passing places, heights of stock-piles were amongst some of the items discussed at the site meeting attended by Parish Councillors, the LCC Enforcement Officer, Alan Capstick – LCC area surveyors dept, County Councillor and a representative of the Waste Transfer Station.  It was reported that, as there is no adverse impact caused by the loss of passing places and stockpiles in excess of the permitted height, if reported to the Planning Inspectorate no action would be taken.  The operator did satisfy the planning inspectors conditions and initially obtained passing places, the fact that those passing places have been removed makes this an enforcement issue however, because there is no detrimental impact if they do not exist, it would not be cost effective for LCC to pursue this matter.  Mr Capstick assessed highway damage however, there is an issue as to where the highway ends and the private road begins.  The current outstanding issues with this site relate to the status of a small section of the highway and the dragging of skips under the bridge which is a Police issue.  The Police have agreed to make this a PACT priority.  The situation and activities will be monitored and any problems should be reported to the relevant body.  Vehicles are still entering the site full and very little material is leaving the site.  It was reported that the operator is now burning materials on the site, evidence of this is required to make a valid report.  A resident of Town Lane recently had the opportunity to fly over the site in a light aircraft, it is apparent from the air that there is very little clear land left on the site.
Members of the Public:  Also reported that Chorley Council appear to be stencilling footways to deter people from allowing their dogs to foul the pavements.  Welch Whittle gardens is not up to the usual standards, particularly in comparison to Delph Gardens, which is extremely colourful at the moment.  Watering both planted areas remains a problem.  It was also reported that the water quality in Charnock Richard is poor at the moment.  It is dirty, smells oily and tastes terrible.  Enquiries will be made of United Utilities.  Reports were made regarding several businesses, huts, sheds, containers and bodies from lorries having appeared at Guests House Farm, Croston Lane – the Enforcement Officer will be informed and asked to investigate.  Hedges on the A49 Preston Road, from the Coppull boundary towards Town Lane are overhanging the pavement and obstructing the village name sign.  The Lengthsman will be asked to remove dangerous and obstructive branches until the landowner undertakes his usual cut.  
County Councillor Malpas:  Reported that the winter gritting service is currently under review.  LCC are now looking at a more bespoke working arrangement with each Borough and Parish Councils will be actively included in this loop.  The information relating to the consultation event ‘Chorley your Town your Say’ proposed for this Friday has now been amended and the event postponed.  It was reported that the LCC Scrutiny Committee will shortly be discussing £22million of funding cuts however this is a small proportion of LCC’s total finances.
35. Apologies- Were received and accepted from Councillors Mrs Ogden (holidays), Mrs Pilling (holidays) and G Brennand (holidays).
36. Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any personal/prejudicial interest they may have to disclose in relation to matters on this Agenda and, any Declaration of Gifts, in accordance with the Local Government Act 2000 and the Parish Council Standing Orders and Code of Conduct - Councillor Heaton declared an interest in Planning As a member of the borough council planning committee.  he can take part in discussions BUT not in decisionS.
37. To Accept the Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 7 June 2010  - The Minutes of the previous Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 7 June 2010 had been circulated in advance of the Meeting.  RESOLVED:  Following an amendment from ‘Golf Club’ to ‘Cricket Club’ at Minute 27, the Minutes were accepted as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.  
38. Update on Matters Arising from previous Meetings for note by the Council:  Report 1 (page 4) – ACCEPTED. 
39. Correspondence and Information items requiring discussion, observations or action:
a) Enforcement Officer, LCC, position re:  activities Town Lane Waste Transfer Station – NOTED.
b) Notification next Borough/Parish Council Liaison Meeting – 21 July 2010, 6: 30 pm – COUNCILLOR TAYLOR UNABLE TO ATTEND, COUNCILLOR CORNWELL WILL ATTEND AND REQUEST VIEWS ON THE EFFECTIVENESS OF SPIDS BE SOUGHT
c) Comments from a resident re: recent grass cut in Parish – NOTED – THE COUNCIL VOTED TO IMPROVE THE OVERALL IMPRESSION OF THE PARISH WITH A GRASS CUT.  LCC HAVE MISSED SOME ROADS IN THE PARISH, COUNCILLOR TAYLOR WILL FOLLOW THIS UP.
d) Response to report of Japanese Knotweed, Sharratts Path – NOTED.  COPY TO RESIDENTS.
e) Copy of Tree Preservation Order No 8 (Charnock Richard) 2009 – Dog & Partridge – NOTED.
f) Notice of the making of the order under Highways Act 1980 – Section 119 – Diversion of Parts of Public Footpath No 4, Charnock Richard – off Park Hall Road – NOTED, ON FILE.
g) Further information re: request for installation of a water supply, Delph Lane – THE CLERK EXPLAINED THE PROCESS AND PROBABLE COSTS OF CONNECTING TO THE UNITED UTILITIES MAIN NEAR THE BOWLING GREEN HOWEVER, THERE IS A PRIVATE PIPE ON DELPH LANE AND THE OWNER OF TANHOUSE FARM IS HAPPY FOR THE PARISH COUNCIL TO T-OFF THIS PIPE, INSTALL A METER AND TAP, AND PAY THE OWNER OF TANHOUSE FARM FOR THE AMOUNT OF WATER USED.  UNITED UTILITIES WILL HAVE TO INSPECT THE WORK AND THE SUPPLY AT THIS POINT WILL THEN BE TERMED A ‘COMMON SUPPLY’.  THE APPROX. COST OF PLUMBING WORK AND MATERIALS IS AROUND £200-£250 PLUS THE ONGOING COST OF WATER USED.  RESOLVED:  COUNCILLOR TAYLOR WILL CONSULT A LOCAL CONTRACTOR REGARDING THE WORK REQUIRED AND WAS INSTRUCTED TO PROCEED IF THE COST IS AROUND £200.00-£250.00.  ANY OBSTACLES WHICH MAY ARISE IN THE FUTURE IN RELATION TO WHAT WOULD CONSTITUTE ‘A GENTLEMAN’S AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE OWNER OF TANHOUSE FARM AND THE PARISH COUNCIL, WILL BE DEALT WITH IF, OR AS AND WHEN, THEY ARISE.
h) Response to request to paint BT Openreach distribution boxes – THE CLERK REPORTED THAT BT OPENREACH DO NOT HAVE THE MANPOWER OR RESOURCES TO REPAINT THE BOXES HOWEVER, IF THE PARISH COUNCIL IDENTIFY THE BOX AS A BT ONE, THEY WILL SUPPLY PAINT AND BRUSHES TO UNDERTAKE THE WORK – MR NICKEAS AGREED TO CHECK THE ID NUMBER ON THE BOX AND REPORT BACK TO THE CLERK.
i) Request from Chorley Council for nominations for Parish Council Rep. on Standards Committee – NO INTEREST IN THIS POST.
j) Info. from LALC – June Newsletter – AGM 6 November, 10:00 am County Hall – Community Engagement Workshop, 11 August – Chairmanship Workshop, 9 September – Autumn Conference, 18 September, Leyland + Details of forthcoming Area Committee Meeting, 12 July, 7:00 pm, Chorley Town Hall – NOTED.
k) Confirmation application to play and recreation fund for refurbishments to Mossie Close Play Area will be part of the discussions in the first round of applications – NOTED.
l) Details of late items of correspondence received i)  Notification ROSPA inspections are due to take place in August – WORK IS LIKELY TO COMMENCE AT MOSSIE CLOSE IN SEPTEMBER THEREFORE THE INSPECTION WILL BE POSTPONED.  ii)  Copy first LCC Highways Bulletin for Chorley – NOTED, LITTLE ACTIVITY PROPOSED IN CHARNOCK RICHARD, BUT COULD PROVE USEFUL IN THE FUTURE.  THIS INFORMATION WILL BE PLACED ON THE WEBSITE  iii)  Confirmation telephone kiosk on Chorley Lane will, if not painted this year, be painted next year. iv)  Info. from County Councillor Malpas relating to a consultation event ‘Chorley your Town your Say’ proposed for this Friday – cancelled.  Details of new date will be forwarded in due course – NOTED. v)  Clerk reported a telephone call re:  poor and unkept state of the substation on Chorley Lane – The Clerk will contact BT and request that the site receive attention.
40. Reports, Complaints and Concerns from Parish Councillors
1. The footpath/bridleway sign at the junction of Freemans Lane/Chorley Lane, is broken.

2. There have been a number of incidents of noisy behaviour at Mossie Close Play Area.  Residents would like the play area to close at ‘dusk or 8:00 pm, whichever is the earliest’.  The existing sign will be altered and the ‘No Ball Games’ signs already ordered will be amended to include the closing times.  Residents were advised to lobby Police at PACT Meetings for enforcement.
3. Councillor Fairhurst will remove vegetation obstructing the road sign on Church Lane, just past Meadowlands.

4. Councillors were disappointed with the turnout of Parish Councillors on the first litter-pick arranged after last months meeting.  Agreed that the next litter-pick will take place on Friday 16 July 2010, meeting at 6:30 pm at the Parish Rooms.  Councillor Fairhurst will cut back overgrown vegetation on the Mosses footpath as he is unable to help with the litter-pick.

5. The Clerk will forward a draft copy of the Minutes to Councillors Smithers and Wingham as soon as possible after the Parish Council Meeting to assist with editorial for the Chronicle.

6. The Council will request a copy of United Utilities protocol/procedure in relation to removal of large/mature trees at the roadside which are affecting overhead cables.

7. Hedges on German Lane need cutting back.

8. The footway on the A49 Preston Road, near the lodge opposite Hunters Lodge is breaking up.

9. The LCC fence on the A49 Preston Road, near Hunters Lodge, needs repairing.

10. Hedges on the A49 Preston Road, opposite Yew Tree Villas, need cutting back.  The Lengthsman will be asked to remove dangerous branches until LCC cut them back.
41. Reports from Committees and Representatives on Outside Bodies – The Charity Trustees met earlier this evening, progress is ongoing with regard to land ownership on Charter Lane.
42. Best Kept Village Competition – Action required – litter pick and cutting back have already been discussed and additional, colourful planting will be undertaken at Welch Whittle Gardens.  Councillor Smithers had the entries for the Litter/Dog Fouling Poster Competition from School.  Councillor Smithers withdrew from the judging panel as his daughter has entered the competition.  It was agreed several Councillor will judge the entries and shortlist to 10 entries in the Infant and Junior sections, from which a winner and runner-up will be selected by an independent judge from the Chorley Guardian, the presentation will take place before 22 July 2010.
43. Best Kept Garden Competition – Letters were distributed and nominations must be given to the Clerk as soon as possible to enable judging to take place towards the end of July.
44. Purchase and Siting of Grit Bins in the Parish – It was reported that other colours are available.  The Clerk will check that black lettering will be visible on Green salt-bins and if so, lockable bins will be ordered for the 7 locations judged to be the most suitable by Councillor Taylor – key-holders to be decided in due course.  The salt-spreader has been purchased and is now in storage.  Stan Stock has agreed to stock the grit boxes initially.  LCC boxes will be added to the Lengthsman’s rota to be checked once the Parish Council locations have been attended to.  Salt-spreading will have to be the first job of the day for the Lengthsman commencing at approx. 8:00 am.
45. Information/Update on SPID – The Clerk reported the positive email response from Heskin Parish Council and hope to make progress in due course.  Councillor Taylor has assessed suitable additional locations in the Parish for poles and fittings to be erected and, has an email drafted and ready to send to LCC once confirmation of becoming part of the agreement has been received.
46. Annual Newsletter – Allocated for distribution.
47. Planning 
1) 10/00385/FUL – Change of use of agricultural land to domestic curtilage to provide new access to the highway.  Existing access to be blocked up.  Church Lane, Charnock Richard – WITHDRAWN – NO DECISION REQUIRED.
2) 10/00428/FUL – Erection of a single storey rear extension to create a conservatory.  Fairhaven, Preston Road, Charnock Richard – NO OBJECTIONS.
3) 10/00480/FUL – Repairs, refurbishment and conversion of existing outbuilding to create workshop, garage and additional living accommodation.  The Wilderness, Preston Road, Charnock Richard – NO OBJECTIONS.
48. Accounts
Accounts for Payment:

Mrs M Stewart – Honorarium for completing Internal Audit




    £25.00

North West Tools – Lengthsman’s coat/vest, signs and salt spreader


  £540.90

Mrs C A Cross - Salary – Net








  £332.80
HM Revenue & Customs - Tax due by Clerk 





    £83.20
Mr M Purtill – Grass verge cut

(Cheque Cancelled)


  £300.00

Receipts:

Chorley Council – Funding towards Mossie Close Play Area Project


£2333.00

RESOLVED:  That the aforementioned Accounts are approved receipts and payments.  That the Parish Council Bank Reconciliation Statement for Apr-June 2010 be approved and accepted.
49. Lengthsman’s Payment – 100 hours @ £7.42 per hour RESOLVED:  Total Paid £742.00.
Next Meeting:
Monday 2 August 2010


Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend
Meeting Closed:  9:43 pm

Chairman:








Date:
REPORT 1
Matters Arising from the Minutes to be noted by the Parish Council: 
a) Notification planning permission granted for erection of glass house, boiler house, machinery store/planting shed and water tank, creation of horticultural growing space and two new accesses all associated with Pole Green Nursery (opposite).  41 Church Lane, Charnock Richard.
b) Letter of thanks for Donation from Charnock Richard Community Centre Trust.

c) Letter of thanks for Donation from Bowland Pennine Mountain Rescue Team.

d) Confirmation Welcome Break will be in touch when a suitable meeting time has been arranged.

e) Confirmation Chorley Council have logged request for weed killing, railway bridge, Church Lane.

f) Confirmation request for repainting telephone kiosk, Chorley Lane, passed to customer services.

g) Information regarding Petwise Zoo, bringing animals to you.

DECLARATION OF INTEREST:
If the interest to be declared arises only as a result of your membership of another public body or one to which you have been appointed by the Council, then you only need to declare it if you intend to speak.  If the personal interest is a prejudicial interest, you must withdraw from the meeting.  You should leave the room before the business starts to be discussed.  You do however, have the same right to speak as a member of the public and may remain in the room to enable you to exercise that right and then leave immediately.  In either case you must not seek to improperly influence a decision of the matter.
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