CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 6 December 2010 at 7.30pm in the Parish Rooms, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.

Present:  Councillors J Taylor (Acting Chairman), Mrs J Ogden, Mrs C Pilling, A Cornwell, S Smithers, A Fairhurst, R Wingham, S Lowe, J Hill and G Brennand. 
REPORTS, COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC PRESENT
Including reports from the Police, Borough or County Councillor

Presentation re: Sites for Chorley Discussion Paper from Chorley Council Officers David Porter and Ian Heywood.  Info. on changes to planning system and working towards the Local Development Framework, the Core Strategy and Policy Documents and the Development sites in Chorley – issues and options paper - which is in the very early stages and which looks to identify sites for development for various uses up to 2026.  The consultation is looking for feedback on sites which have already been suggested and to identify further potential sites for development or, for protection from development.  The appendix to the document lists 389 sites, mainly for housing and employment use, in the Borough.  Planning Officers will ultimately filter out sites suggested, for a variety of reasons, to reduce them.  Charnock Richard lies outside the settlement area and therefore there are not many sites in Charnock Richard which will go through the filtration process to the final stages.  The Officers present would like the Parish Council to look at the document and sites suggested and comment, as individuals and/or as a body by letter, email or telephone.  The consultation period expires on 31 January 2011 following which responses will be considered and a preferred options stage document will be produced by summer 2011 for further consultation.  Sites will ultimately be adopted in 2012 once the process is concluded.  Of the 18 sites suggested in Charnock Richard, 16 are unsuitable and 2 are potentially suitable, one of which is Park Hall/Camelot however, this site is only suitable for like-for-like development to the current use ie: leisure and hotel use – not development for any other use.  Both suggested sites are in the Green Belt.  Any development/developers would have to contribute towards the cost of improved/enhanced drainage and sewage systems.  Mr Porter and Mr Heywood were thanked for their attendance and presentation.
County Councillor Malpas – Urged the Parish Council, and Councillors as individuals, to become involved in this consultation rather than leaving it too late to do anything about it.  Councillor Malpas discussed and explained the LCC winter gritting process and the fact that individuals should not be deterred from removing snow and ice by the threat of action should an accident/incident occur, provided it is done in a safe way you will be deemed to be acting responsibly without the danger of prosecution.  It was reported that the mixture of salt and sand in the grit bins is a pollutant and is therefore used sparingly but, will still be effective.  However, when temperatures drop below -5° the grit becomes less effective and below -8° becomes ineffective.  With regard to the request for assistance in filling the Parish Council Grit Bins, Councillor Malpas read aloud an email response from Phil Barrett.  The Parish Council explained that they are only salting localised areas where there is a high risk of cars sliding out of junctions into the path of other vehicles ie: on sharp bends and at junctions.  This matter will be pursued further as Councillor Taylor understood Mr Capstick had approved the Councils request.
An observation was made that red lining was put in place on the carriageway on Dob Brow 2 weeks prior to the commencement of electrical works on this road.  The lining has now been dug up in places.
102. Apologies – Were received and accepted from Councillors Heaton (prior meeting), A J Shaw (hospital appointment).
103. Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any personal/prejudicial interest they may have to disclose in relation to matters on this Agenda and, any Declaration of Gifts, in accordance with the Local Government Act 2000 and the Parish Council Standing Orders and Code of Conduct – COUNCILLORS CORNWELL AND SMITHERS DECLARED AN INTEREST SPECIFICALLY IN PLANNING APPLICATION 10/00993/FUL.
104. To Accept the Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 1 November 2010 The Minutes of the previous Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 1 November 2010 had been circulated in advance of the Meeting.  RESOLVED:  The Minutes were accepted as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
105. Update on Matters Arising from previous Meetings for note by the Council:  Report 1 (page 4) – ACCEPTED
106. Correspondence and Information items requiring discussion, observations or action:
a) Sites for Chorley Discussion Paper – following earlier presentation – DETAILS WILL BE EMAILED TO COUNCILLORS FOR DISCUSSION/RESPONSE AT THE NEXT MEETING.
b) Notification name chosen for development - Dog & Partridge – “Cherry Tree Close” – NOTED.
c) Notification application to fell the poplar tree on Chorley Lane has been withdrawn – NOTED.
d) Judges reports for Charnock Richard and Welch Whittle in the Best Kept Village Competition – A COPY OF THE REPORT WILL BE USED IN THE FUTURE AS NECESSARY.
e) Copy of Local Safety Scheme Programme 2010/11 – A49 Preston Road, Charnock Richard (LSS 9.199) – Consultation plans – NO OBJECTIONS.
f) Notification of the Help Direct Winter Initiative + LCC guidance on Winter Service and Clearing Snow and Ice – EMAILED FOR USE ON WEBSITE.
g) Correspondence from a resident of Chorley Lane re: parking and speeding issues, Chorley Lane – THE PROBLEMS ARE CAUSED BY PARKED VEHICLES, FROM THE TERRACED HOUSES OPPOSITE, OBSTRUCTING PAVEMENTS.  COUNCILLOR SMITHERS WILL MAKE FURTHER ENQUIRIES WITH REGARD TO THIS AND REPORT BACK.
h) Notification of consultation on Draft Local Transport Plan Strategy – for comments/observations – A RESPONSE WILL BE FORMULATED, IF NECESSARY, AT THE NEXT MEETING.
i) Current position re:  Locality Working – 3 Tier Forums + Info. from SLCC – NOTED.
j) Info. From LALC – Copy Annual Report – Government Advice on clearing snow and ice from pavements – NOTED.
k) Copy Chorley Council Interim Policy on Private Residential Garden Development- NOTED.
l) Copy Chorley Council consultation on draft planning application validation checklist – NOTED.
m) Info. Circulated re:  Charnock Richard Old School and Old School House and the public consultation on 1 December 2010, 7:45 pm – REPS. ON THE COMMUNITY CENTRE TRUST REPORTED THAT ALL USERS HAVE HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO ASSESS AND CONTRIBUTE TO THE PROPOSALS.  THE PROJECT CAN NOW BE TAKEN FORWARD.
n) Details of late items of correspondence received – i)  Reminder about the Chorley Council Code of Conduct Training, 8 December 2010, 6-8pm, Town Hall – NOTED.
107. Reports, Complaints and Concerns from Parish Councillors
1) The swings have been repaired on Mossie Close Play Area.

2) To date the Grit Bins have proved very useful and effective.

3) There is a broken manhole cover, under the bridge on Town Lane, on the right hand side of the carriageway.  It is considered dangerous as there is a 5 foot drop into water through the hole in the cover.

4) Concern was expressed about the newly created footway bordering Chorley Lane from the Dog & Partridge development and the encroachment onto the carriageway at this location.  It was confirmed that LCC had approved this as the enhanced splay improved visibility for those exiting the development onto Chorley Lane.

5) Councillor Fairhurst reported that his questions relating to tenders for the work at Mossie Close Play Area had not been satisfactorily answered by Councillor Heaton.  The Clerk explained that 3 contractors/suppliers had been approached – 1 local contractor who had undertaken work for the Council on a previous occasion and 1 of the play equipment suppliers contacted were unable to provide quotations for the equipment and wet-pour safety surfacing required.  The third contractor Wicksteed Leisure provided a scheme and a price.  The Parish Council were then informed that if they did not submit a bid, very quickly, to Chorley Council for a share of the Play & Recreation Fund, they would be too late and have missed the opportunity.  The Wicksteed scheme and quotation was therefore used as the basis for the funding bid, the bid which ultimately succeeded and, which has now come to fruition as Phase II of Mossie Close Play Area refurbishments.
6) It was reported that at 9am, 5 December 2010, the A49 and Dob Brow had not been gritted and an accident occurred on Dob Brow resulting in damage to a street lamp.  The street lamp will be dealt with by LCC in due course.

7) The z-bend sign on Mill Lane, to Whittle Bottoms, has been demolished and requires re-setting.

8) Councillor Heaton has ordered the Christmas Tree, which is stuck in transit due to the weather
108. Reports from Committees and Representatives on Outside Bodies The Clerk reported that she had been unable to attend the LCC Parish & Town Council Conference due to illness.  Councillor Mrs Ogden attended an Almshouse Meeting.  Councillors Smithers and Wingham attended the Community Centre Trust consultation on proposals.  The Charity Trustees have met this evening and the Christmas Donations will be distributed over the Christmas and New Year break.
109. Appointment of Representative on the Community Centre Trust – Following the resignation of Councillor Shaw.  The Committee Meet on Mondays, as necessary, at 5:30 pm.  A pro-active representative would be appreciated.  Councillor Lowe agreed to take on this position.  All in favour.
110. Best Kept Garden Competition Presentation Evening – follow up – This was a very enjoyable evening which was well attended and highlighted the success of the Parish over the past year.
111. Winter Gritting – update – Councillor Taylor reported that the salt-spreader had proved inadequate and the supplier had agreed to a refund and sourced a more robust and better designed machine with the assurance that this will work.  The Lengthsman is currently spreading, very effectively, by hand.  However, the new machine will incur and additional £200 expenditure.  RESOLVED:  COUNCILLOR TAYLOR BE GIVEN THE AUTHORITY TO PROCEED WITH THE PURCHASE PROVIDED HE FEELS THE ALTERNATIVE MACHINE IS SUITABLE.  A number of Councillors have been questioned regarding the padlocked grit boxes.  It was explained that the only person with access to the grit boxes is the Lengthsman, acting on the instructions of Councillors contacting him the previous evening once the forecast has been checked.  Once on site the Lengthsman will use his initiative as to whether gritting is required and if so, the extent of gritting which will be undertaken.  If the grit bins were to be left unlocked the contents would quickly disappear and no benefit would be achieved.  Councillor Taylor will thank Stan Stock for his initial contribution of grit for the bins and will pursue his enquiries with LCC for assistance with re-stocking the Parish Council grit boxes.
112. Information/Update on SPID – update – Councillor Taylor reported the use of the SPID at approx. 5 locations in the Parish during November.  He also reported that following a conversation with the Clerk to Astley Village PC, it may be possible to enter into a similar agreement with them to utilise their SPID for an additional 2 months per year.  Further info. will be obtained.
113. Planning 
1) 10/00993/OUT – Outline application for the erection of two detached houses. 94 Chorley Lane, Charnock Richard.  No objections to development of the plot however, 2 dwellings would constitute over-intensification of the site, the parish council would prefer only 1 dwelling.
114. Accounts
Accounts for Payment:
G E Brennand & Son – Plants required for Delph Gardens June and November 2010 
    £218.56
G E Brennand & Son – Best Kept Garden Comp. Prizes




    £120.00

SLCC – Annual Subscriptions (50% of cost)






      £67.50

Wicksteeds Leisure Ltd – Play equipment and wetpour – Mossie Close Play Area

£21550.68

Mrs C A Cross – Reimburse Best Kept Garden Presentation Expenses


      £40.00

Charnock Richard FC – Best Kept Garden Presentation Expenses



    £240.00

Lea Hough & Co. – Rent Orchard Gardens (£100) and land adjacent (£25)


    £125.00

CR United Charities – Rent Mossie Close Play Area 




    £100.00
Mrs C A Cross - Salary – Net








    £332.80
HM Revenue & Customs - Tax due by Clerk 





      £83.20
RESOLVED:  That the aforementioned Accounts are approved for payment.

115. Lengthsman’s Payment – RESOLVED:  134 Hours @ £7.42 per hour + £3.72 (for gritting on Sunday) = £994.28 + £3/72 = Total Paid £998.00.
Next Meeting:
Monday 10 January 2011


Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend
Meeting Closed:  9:40 pm

Chairman:








Date:
REPORT 1
Matters Arising from the Minutes to be noted by the Parish Council: 
a) Notification planning permission granted for Minor material amendment to substitute two storey house types ( Ashbourne, Bowden and Hale) on plots nos. 1, 4, 5, 6, 7, 13 and 24 to storey two and half storey house types (Newbury, Harbury and Grantham) and re-orientation of plot 12 in relation to Planning Application 10/00359/FULMAJ.
b) Confirmation County Councillor Malpas reported street lighting faults to LCC.

c) Copy request from Councillor Taylor for assistance with salt/grit provision from LCC.

d) Email of crimes reported in the village after the last meeting.

e) NALC Legal Briefing – Responsibilities for Clearing Snow and Ice on Highways.

f) Draft Minutes from Borough/Parish Councils Liaison Meeting, 20 October 2010.

g) Copy Issue 1 – Journal of Local Planning.

h) Copy Minerals and Waste Development Framework Update Newsletter.
i) Copy CPRE Fieldwork.

j) Copy CPRE Countryside Voice.

DECLARATION OF INTEREST:
If the interest to be declared arises only as a result of your membership of another public body or one to which you have been appointed by the Council, then you only need to declare it if you intend to speak.  If the personal interest is a prejudicial interest, you must withdraw from the meeting.  You should leave the room before the business starts to be discussed.  You do however, have the same right to speak as a member of the public and may remain in the room to enable you to exercise that right and then leave immediately.  In either case you must not seek to improperly influence a decision of the matter.
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