CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 6 September 2010 at 7.30pm in the Parish Rooms, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard

Present:  Councillors H Heaton (Chairman), J Hill, A Cornwell, Mrs C Pilling, Mrs J Ogden, 
S Smithers, R Wingham, and J Taylor. Also present County Councillor Malpas
REPORTS, COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC PRESENT
Including reports from the Police, Borough or County Councillor

Waste Transfer Station – CD of photographs provided will be forwarded to LCC.  A helicopter had to make an emergency landing in fields adjacent to Town Lane recently due to loss of engine power.  County Councillor Malpas will check on dates 30 mph signs will be moved further down Town Lane.
Arley Homes Development – Residents of Nursery Close have drainage and tree felling issues with the developers.  Health and Safety was an issue when a large bough fell into Nursery Close.  Residents are of the impression that the intention is confrontation rather than consultation.  It would seem progress has been made between the developers and the owner of No5 Nursery Close who erected a new fence in 1993, the removal of which would, in his opinion, constitute trespass.  Residents have received letters from the building surveyors acting for Arley Homes re: piling operations proposed towards the end of September, requesting their consent to inspection of residents’ property, at the developers cost, and noting a small risk to their property.  Residents consider any threat to their property, no matter how small, is serious and they will not accept any risk and, have instructed their own solicitors on this matter.  The Council will enquire with Arley Homes why piling is necessary now when it was never mentioned during the planning process and what type of piling will be undertaken.  The Chairman agreed to ask Chorley Council building inspector for further details, if they are dealing with this matter.  Any risk to the residents’ property will force them to take out an injunction to stop the work.  Arley Homes are completely aware of the residents concerns due to the exchange of correspondence on this subject.
Reports – Finance companies are parking cars on the highway, advertised for sale.  The Clerk will check whether this is a Police matter.

County Councillor Malpas – Reported the possibility of blocked gullies resulting in flooding at the junction of Town Lane and the A49 to LCC.  LCC responded saying that the freak weather conditions lead to flooding of this nature at various locations throughout Lancashire.  Manhole covers lifting in the carriageway indicates that some of the problems will also be the responsibility of United Utilities.  Councillor Malpas also reported on a current consultation on the possibility of transport fees being payable for children attending faith schools outside of their area.  The proposals can be viewed, and comments made by visiting the LCC website, responses by 17 September 2010.
63. Apologies - Were received and accepted from Councillors S Lowe (holidays), A Fairhurst (illness) and A J Shaw (illness).
64. Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any personal/prejudicial interest they may have to disclose in relation to matters on this Agenda and, any Declaration of Gifts, in accordance with the Local Government Act 2000 and the Parish Council Standing Orders and Code of Conduct - Councillor Heaton declared an interest in Planning As a member of the borough council planning committee.  he can take part in discussions BUT not in decisionS.
65. To Accept the Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 2 August 2010 - The Minutes of the previous Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 2 August 2010 had been circulated in advance of the Meeting.  RESOLVED:  The Minutes were accepted as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.  
66. Update on Matters Arising from previous Meetings for note by the Council:  Report 1 (page 4) – ACCEPTED. 
67. Correspondence and Information items requiring discussion, observations or action:
a) Town Lane Waste Transfer Station – NOTED.
b) Information on the Joint Lancashire Local Transport Plan + Request for observations/responses – RESOLVED:  THE PROPOSALS DO NOT MENTION IMPROVEMENTS OR ENHANCEMENTS TO EVENING PUBLIC TRANSPORT PROVISION TO SUPPORT THOSE WISHING TO VISIT THEATRES/EVENING EVENTS IN TOWNS AND CITIES.  A RAIL LINK/STATION AT COPPULL WOULD BE MORE USEFUL TO CHARNOCK RICHARD RESIDENTS.
c) Position re: Trees in hedges Town Lane – THE CLERK REPORTED THAT IT MAY BE POSSIBLE, WITH THE AID OF A VOLUNTEER, TO TAG TREES AS THEY GROW IN THE FUTURE AND PROTECT THEM.  COUNCILLOR SHAW IS THE PARISH COUNCILS TREE OFFICER AND WILL BE ASKED TO TAG THE TREES.
d) Information re: Chorley Culture Festival – NOTED.
e) Letter from a resident re:  the use of funding generated from the development at the Dog & Partridge, Chorley Lane, Charnock Richard – THIS ITEM WAS NOT MENTIONED IN THE PARISH COUNCIL NEWSLETTER DUE TO THE FACT THAT, AT THE TIME OF GOING TO PRINT, THE PLANNING DECISION HAD NOT BEEN MADE.  THE PARISH COUNCIL WILL BE CONSULTING IN THE FUTURE ON PLAY AND RECREATION PROVISION, AND PROPOSALS, IN THE PARISH.
f) Letter from Welcome Break following Parish Council request for a meeting re:  barriers – THE PARISH COUNCIL WERE LEAD TO BELIEVE WELCOME BREAK WOULD ARRANGE THE MEETING HOWEVER, IN VIEW OF THIS CORRESPONDENCE PARISH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES WILL REQUEST A MEETING WITH THE HIGHWAYS AGENCY.
g) Request support, House of Commons Early Day Motion 557 re: No need for Nuclear - NOTED
h) Request for assistance from Chorley BC re: distribution of Rural Housing Needs Survey – THE COUNCIL WILL ENQUIRE WHETHER THE SURVEY COULD BE DELIVERED WITH THE CHRONICLE AND WILL INCLUDE APPROPRIATE EDITORIAL WITH REFERENCE TO THE SURVEY INSIDE THE CHRONICLE.
i) Info, and request for views on, the proposed Council Tax Increase Referendum – COUNCILLORS WILL READ DETAILS AND DISCUSS/COMMENT NEXT MONTH.
j) Request for nominations for the Nancy Athey Award 2010, Volunteer of the Year – RESOLVED:  THE PARISH COUNCIL WILL NOMINATE MARGARET STEWART.
k) Report and Template from LCC and Chorley BC re: future approach to Parish Plans – NOTED.
l) Proposed Interim Policy from Chorley Council re:  Private Residential Garden Development – RESOLVED:  THE PARISH COUNCIL SUPPORT THIS INTERIM POLICY.
m) Details of late items of correspondence received i)  Notification LCC have received a Community Empowerment & Social Cohesion Award for their work in creating the Parish and Town Council Charter – NOTED. ii)  Enquiry from Coppull PC whether Charnock Richard Parish Council would like to be involved in the initial stages of discussions for improvements to Darlington Sidings – COUNCILLORS CORNWELL AND WINGHAM AGREED TO ATTEND.  iii)  Info. from LALC re:  Winter gritting Service in Lancashire and the possibility of Pilot schemes in Parishes to assist/improve on last years service – LCC ARE DEBATING THE POSSIBILITY OF EXPANDING THE COUNTY FOOTWAY SALTING SERVICE TO INCLUDE IN THE VICINITY OF SCHOOLS IN PARISHES.  IT WAS CONFIRMED THAT THE PARISH COUNCIL HAVE ALREADY MADE THE DECISION TO AUGMENT LCC WINTER GRITTING BY PROVIDING THEIR OWN SALT/GRIT BINS AT NUMEROUS LOCATIONS IN THE PARISH TO IMPROVE/ENHANCE HIGHWAY SAFETY.  IF LCC AGREE THAT SALTING IN THE VICINITY OF SCHOOLS WILL BE INCLUDED IN THEIR STANDARD WINTER MAINTENANCE POLICY, THE PARISH COUNCIL WILL REVIEW THEIR OBSERVATIONS ON THIS MATTER. 
 Notification LALC Annual General Meeting will take place on 6 November 2010 – NOTED.  iv)  Confirmation from Chorley Council that the Parish Council funding bid for assistance from the Play and Recreation Fund towards Phase II of Mossie Close Play Area Refurbishments, has been successful – THE ORDER WITH WICKSTEED’S IS NOW BEING PROCESSED AND PROGRESSED. v)  Info. from Mr Tibbetts re: creation of a flag for Charnock Richard – THE CHAIRMAN REPORTED THAT THE FOOTBALL CLUB HAVE A FLAG, INCORPORATING THE CHARNOCK RICHARD COAT OF ARMS AND THE FOOTBALL CLUB EMBLEM WHICH COULD BE REVISED TO BECOME A CHARNOCK RICHARD FLAG IF DESIRED – NOTED. vi)  Following the Parish Council nomination – Charnock Richard Scarecrow Festival and Scarecrow Festival Committee have been awarded a 2010 Chorley Civic Society Award – THIS IS GREAT NEWS AND WELL DESERVED – MRS MARGARET STEWART SHOULD ACCEPT THE AWARD AS CHAIRMAN OF THE SCARECROW FESTIVAL COMMITTEE.
68. Reports, Complaints and Concerns from Parish Councillors
1. A Councillor thanked Chorley BC for their prompt action in removing litter from the Chorley car park in the vicinity of MacDonald’s.
2. Branches have broken off, or been knocked off, trees on Church Lane, by large vehicles. 

3. Brambles on Charter Lane need cutting off and throwing back onto the homeowners land.

4. Litter bins were overfull during the Scarecrow Festival and should have been emptied more often

5. Councillors will look for a suitable site to locate a litter bin on Church Lane, between Meadowlands and Chorley Lane and one on Charter Lane, near the Scout Hut.
6. The a-board signs on the pavement in-front of the Hinds Head can sometimes obstruct sitelines.

7. Gullies in the carriageway near the garages on Leeson Avenue, may need unblocking.

8. A resident of Robin Close selling burgers, from his garden, during the Scarecrow Festival and burgers also being sold on Church Lane.  This is being pursued by the Scarecrow Festival Committee.
9. It was suggested that the Parish Council should put a Scarecrow at Delph Gardens next year.

10. It was reported that several heads were stolen from Scarecrows on the Friday evening.

11. The Clerk confirmed reporting complaints about the substation on Chorley Lane to Openreach.

12. It was agreed that the Best Kept Garden Presentation Evening will be booked for Thursday 11 November 2010.  The Mayor will be invited to attend and present the prizes, plaques will be ordered, Lindsay Hoyle, Councillor Malpas, the Police, the Lengthsman, the judge of the competition, their respective partners and all the nominees will be invited.

13. The Chairman reported that the Football Club were successful in their request for £5000.00 from the Chorley Council Play and Recreation Fund.

69. Reports from Committees and Representatives on Outside Bodies – Councillor Cornwell attended the LALC Area Committee Meeting at Chorley Town Hall but will be attending the next one – The recent Almshouses Tea Party was well attended and may become an annual event
70. Information/Update on SPID – Councillor Taylor explained the current situation – Croston will use the Spid for 6 months, Heskin for 4 months and Charnock Richard for 2 months at a one off cost of £200.00.  There is an additional cost to be met by the Parish Council for plates.  LCC will install posts and fittings.  RESOLVED:  5 plates will be ordered and forwarded to LCC.  One may also be considered on Park Hall Road in the future.  Councillor Taylor will discuss handing over the device, charging it up and training required from LCC with neighbouring Parishes and the Lengthsman.
71. Planning 
1) 10/00605/FUL – Change of use of agricultural land to domestic curtilage to provide new access to the highway and closure of existing access.  Land between Lathom House Barn and 129 Church Lane, Charnock Richard.  NO OBJECTIONS.
2) 10/00725/FUL – Internal alterations and construction of a single-storey lounge extension to an existing Almshouse to provide larger and improved living accommodation (32 square metres increased to 47 square metres).  4 Frances Darlington Court, Church Lane, Charnock Richard. COUNCILLOR MRS OGDEN DECLARED AN INTEREST IN THIS APPLICATION AS A MEMBER OF THE ALMSHOUSE COMMITTEE, TOOK NO PART IN DISCUSSIONS OR THE DECISION.   NO OBJECTIONS.
3) 10/0726/LBC - Internal alterations and construction of a single-storey lounge extension to an existing Almshouse to provide larger and improved living accommodation (32 square metres increased to 47 square metres).  4 Frances Darlington Court, Church Lane, Charnock Richard.  COUNCILLOR MRS OGDEN DECLARED AN INTEREST IN THIS APPLICATION AS A MEMBER OF THE ALMSHOUSE COMMITTEE, TOOK NO PART IN DISCUSSIONS OR THE DECISION.   NO OBJECTIONS.
4) 10/00728/DIS – Application to discharge conditions attached to planning application 10/00359/FULMAJ, erection of 28 residential dwellings with access roads, car-parking and landscaping including alterations to the public house car park.  Dog and Partridge, 30 Chorley Lane, Charnock Richard.  NO OBJECTIONS.
72. Accounts
Accounts for Payment:

M & L Purtill – Grass verge cut and payment for use of equipment



  £393.62
M & L Purtill – Cutting hedges adjacent to the A49





    £52.87
Mrs C A Cross - Salary – Net








  £332.80
HM Revenue & Customs - Tax due by Clerk 





    £83.20
RESOLVED:  That the aforementioned Accounts are approved for payment.

73. Lengthsman’s Payment  - 125 hours @ £7.42 per hour - RESOLVED:  Total Paid £927.50.
Next Meeting:
Monday 4 October 2010


Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend
Meeting Closed:  10:00 pm

Chairman:








Date:
REPORT 1
Matters Arising from the Minutes to be noted by the Parish Council: 
a) Notification planning permission granted for erection of single storey rear extension to create a conservatory.  Fairhaven, Preston Road, Charnock Richard.
b) Notification planning permission granted for erection of 28 residential dwellings with access roads, car-parking and landscaping including alterations to the public house car park.  Dog & Partridge, 30 Chorley Lane, Charnock Richard.

c) Notification planning application for repairs, refurbishment and conversion of existing outbuilding to create workshop, garage and additional living accommodation.  The Wilderness, Preston Road, Charnock Richard – has been WITHDRAWN.

d) Notification of temporary closure of Back Lane, Charnock Richard, 8:00am 2 September 2010 – 16:30 pm 2 September 2010 – work to overhead cabling.
e) Confirmation request for grass cutting at Meadowlands, received and being processed.

f) Copy of Poster, displayed in Notice Boards, re: Return of Electoral Registration Forms to retain the right to vote.

g) Request to display posters for Lindsay Hoyle in Parish Notice Boards.

h) Letter of thanks for Donation from Chorley FM.
i) Copy guide to local health services 2009/10 + Care for Life, a vision for local health 2010-2014.

j) Copy Chorley & South Ribble CVS Standard and Notification of AGM – 19 October, The Pines.

k) Copy CPRE Fieldwork.

l) Copy CPRE Countryside Voice.

m) Notification from Lancashire Fire & Rescue Service that the Performance Report and Action Plan 2010 is available and can be viewed and commented upon at:  www.lancasfirerescue.org.uk. 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST:
If the interest to be declared arises only as a result of your membership of another public body or one to which you have been appointed by the Council, then you only need to declare it if you intend to speak.  If the personal interest is a prejudicial interest, you must withdraw from the meeting.  You should leave the room before the business starts to be discussed.  You do however, have the same right to speak as a member of the public and may remain in the room to enable you to exercise that right and then leave immediately.  In either case you must not seek to improperly influence a decision of the matter.
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