CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 7 February 2011 at 7.30pm in the Parish Rooms, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.

Present:  Councillors H Heaton (Chairman), A J Shaw, J Hill, J Taylor, A Cornwell, R Wingham, Mrs C Pilling, Mrs J Ogden, G Brennand and S Lowe.

REPORTS, COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC PRESENT

Including reports from the Police, Borough or County Councillor

Reports – Flooding has again been an issue at the junction of Town Lane/Preston Road.  Jetting undertaken last time it flooded has obviously not cured the problem.  The water was about 2’ high and residents were very upset as their gardens were again flooded.  This has happened repeatedly over winter.  The feeling is that major structural drainage work is required.  A large amount of roots were removed from this drain in 2008 and it does not take long for them to grow back.  LCC will be contacted
The 30mph signs still need moving to the end of the houses on Town lane.
Waste Transfer Station – Residents have heard that numbers of vehicles going to Common Bank are being reduced hence vehicular movements have increased to the Town Lane site.  Councillor Heaton agreed to find out the permitted number of vehicle movements allowed by the planning permission.  It was reported that during the winter snowfall Mr Ball used his vehicles to clear the road but obstructed residents driveways with piles of snow.  The Lengthsman gave some assistance with this problem.
Dog & Partridge – residents enquired as to Arley Homes plans for the Dog & Partridge.  Councillor Heaton reported a telephone response indicating that Arley Homes are in the process of buying it and will put a tenant manager in to run it as a public house.  The Council will invite a representative of Arley Homes to attend the next Parish Council Meeting to explain the current position accurately.
Crime Figures – In the absence of the Police the Clerk reported crime stats. for January.
128. Apologies:  Were received and accepted from Councillor A Fairhurst (work) and County Councillor Malpas.  Late apologies were received from Councillor Smithers.
129. Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any personal/prejudicial interest they may have to disclose in relation to matters on this Agenda and, any Declaration of Gifts, in accordance with the Local Government Act 2000 and the Parish Council Standing Orders and Code of Conduct - Councillor Heaton declared an interest in Planning As a member of the borough council planning committee.  he can take part in discussions BUT not in decisionS.  COUNCILLOR TAYLOR DECLARED AN INTEREST IN SPECIFIC PLANNING APPLICATION 10/01109/fUL.
130. To Accept the Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 10 January 2010 - The Minutes of the previous Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 10 January 2011 had been circulated in advance of the Meeting.  RESOLVED:  The Minutes were accepted as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
131. Update on Matters Arising from previous Meetings for note by the Council:  Report 1 (page 4) – ACCEPTED
132. Correspondence and Information items requiring discussion, observations or action:
a) Response to questions raised following submission of views on sites for Chorley issues and options discussion paper – NOTED.
b) Response to questions raised re: planning fees – NOTED, ON FILE.
c) Confirmation a rep. from Arley Homes will meet to discuss questions raised re: the Dog & Partridge Public House – MR KERSHAW WILL BE INVITED TO THE NEXT MEETING.
d) Confirmation Croston PC have included a new SPID as part of their Precept for 2011-12 and will therefore be in touch in May or June re: sale of their share in the existing SPID – ON FILE.
e) Notice from VIP advertising their need to recruit volunteers to join as Trustees – ON WEBSITE.
f) Notification from VIP of their Community Grants Programme, Spring 2011 – ON WEBSITE, TO SCHOOL, AND SCOUTS.
g) Info. on the Queen Elizabeth II Fields Challenge – FORWARD TO CHARNOCK RICHARD UNITED CHARITY TRUSTEES.
h) Info. regarding proposals for reorganisation and restructure of Young People’s Services – (emailed to Councillors for perusal prior to the meeting) – NOTED, ON FILE.
i) From LALC – Area Committee – Info. and invitation to take part in discussions re: the proposed ‘Three Tier Forums’ at a meeting on Thursday 4 March, 7:00pm, Chorley Town Hall, and also to nominate a Parish Councillor to be considered as the Chorley representative – NOTED, THE PARISH COUNCIL WILL NOT BE NOMINATING A REPRESENTATIVE.
Invitation to nominate Chairman to attend the Buckingham Palace Garden Party, 12 July 2011.

NALC E-bulletin on the Localism Bill – RESOLVED:  THE CHAIRMAN WILL BE NOMINATED TO ATTEND THE BUCKINGHAM PALACE GARDEN PARTY.
j) Details of late items of correspondence received – Nothing specific received for discussion.
133. Reports, Complaints and Concerns from Parish Councillors
1) Street light No’s 13 and 14 and the one in front of Pole Green Nurseries, Church Lane, are out.

2) Councillor Brennand has removed exposed membrane from Delph Gardens.
3) The holly bush overgrowing the footway outside school needs cutting back.
4) The hasp on the grit box near the railway bridge, Church Lane, has been broken.
5) A litter pick is required on Southgates.
6) A cutting in the carriageway near the junction of Freemans Lane/Chorley Lane has sunk and requires attention.  It is understood that Arley Homes undertook this work.
7) Large signs erected on a building at Lancaster House Farm will shortly be the subject of a planning application.
8) The Delph Lane sign has been damaged, Councillor Brennand will check the status and requirements and report to the Clerk.
9) G Brennand will remove the fallen tree obstructing The Mosses Footpath.
10) A litter pick is required on Mill Lane, Park Hall Road and Whittle Bottoms.
11) A grid requires attention opposite the entrance to Park Hall, Park Hall Road – Councillor Heaton will check the status and report to the Clerk.
12) The installation of a water supply to service Delph Gardens is ongoing.
13) Water is holding in a hollow in the carriageway on German Lane.
14) Hedges on German Lane have not been cutback at all this year.
15) The litter bin at The Foxwood needs re-attaching to the pole.
16) Councillor Shaw will acquire the necessary materials and tools to allow the Lengthsman to fill the small holes in the safety surfacing at Mossie Close Play Area.  The Parish Council agreed that Chorley Council can issue a press release about this project if they wish to do so.
17) The grass verge on Dob Brow has been churned up by vehicles using the farm gate.  A wider access to this land would help alleviate this problem.  Councillor Heaton agreed to speak to the landowner.
18) The Council will request update on re-instatement work, Charnock House Farm, Church Lane.
19) The Chairman confirmed that his Chairman’s Allowance for 2010/2011 will be added to the current total for the future purchase of a chain for the Chairman’s Chain of Office, making a total of £550 for this purpose.
134. Reports from Committees and Representatives on Outside Bodies – The Highways Agency meeting to discuss access issues to the M6 Motorway from Mill Lane was attended by Councillors Heaton, Smithers and Taylor.  General questions were asked on the content of the lease with Welcome Break.  It was reported that the highways agency are currently in discussions with welcome break and it was inferred that barriers on both sides of the motorway service areas will be installed/working by the end of March.  Councillors present made it clear that a vote on this matter had not been taken for many years and that personnel on the Parish Council has changed several times over that period of time.  Many Councillors now believe this subject should be re-visited and following heated discussions it was proposed that this be an Agenda Item for next month, allowing members of the public present and Parish Councillors to express their views on this subject.  RESOLVED:  This will be discussed at the March Meeting. – Borough/Parish Liaison Meeting attended by Councillors Taylor and Cornwell.  Discussions took place on Parish Councils undertaking additional gritting in the Parishes.  Councillor Taylor expressed the Parish Councils disappointment with LCC’s negative response to supplying Parishes, or allowing Parishes to purchase grit from LCC.  County Councillor Otter agreed to pursue this matter.  The District Partnership Officer reported that Charnock Richard Parish Councils expression of interest in undertaking some delegated services from LCC is ongoing and that Alan Capstick will contact the Parish Council shortly. – Almshouse Meeting attended by Councillor Mrs Ogden who reported that the Trustees will be presenting a seminar in May for other areas with Almshouses. -  Charnock Richard United Charity Trustees met this evening and work continues on land ownership issues.
135. Winter Gritting – update – the hasp has been broken on the grit bin near the railway bridge on Church Lane.  The Council has a spare hasp and staple which will be fitted once the existing broken one has been removed.  Councillor Taylor reported that stocks of grit are low at the moment RESOLVED:  Councillor Taylor will assess the recently delivered stock at ML & MA Stewart Haulage Ltd and, if it is suitable will order sufficient to provide a good initial supply for winter 2011/2012.  Councillor Heaton will assist with filling the grit bins.  Councillor Taylor will request a replacement larger grit bin at Brook Lane from LCC.
136. Precept 2011/2012 – Following detailed discussions at the Budget Meeting held prior to this Meeting it was RESOLVED:  THE PARISH COUNCIL WILL PRECEPT FOR £25,000.00 FOR THE 2011/2012 FINANCIAL YEAR (No increase on last years Precept).
137. Request for Entry and Nominations for the Lancashire Best Kept Village Competition 2011 – The Council RESOLVED:  That Charnock Richard and Welch Whittle will be entered for this years competition and nominations were chosen for certificates of merit in the appropriate sections.
138. Planning 
1) 11/00018/FUL – Proposed detached storage building.  Cross End House, Back Lane, Charnock Richard.  NO OBJECTIONS.
2) 10/01109/FUL – Recreational course fishery and ancillary car parking.  Charnock Brow Farm, Preston Road, Charnock Richard.  COUNCILLOR TAYLOR DECLARED AN INTEREST IN THIS MATTER AND TOOK NOR PART IN THE DECISION.  The Council OBJECT to these proposals on the grounds that highway safety will be seriously compromised by the use of the proposed access which has inadequate site lines and is insufficient to support access to this site for commercial purposes.  Together with the large number of already existing accesses off the A49 in this vicinity ie: Stan Stocks Sand & Gravel, the Golf Course, the Crematorium, neighbours driveways and, the bollards and central reservations in the vicinity all add to the dangers of a commercial access at this location.  The Council also object to these proposals as there would be a considerable loss of amenity to the neighbouring homeowners by the increase in vehicular and pedestrian movements near their homes.  This would have a detrimental impact on their quality of life.
3) 10/00941/FUL – Erection of a stonewall to the front of the dwellinghouse and replacement of farm gate (rebuild of existing wall).  Heidale, Preston Road, Charnock Richard.  NO OBJECTIONS.
4) 11/00006/CLEUD – Application for a certificate of lawfulness for the occupation of the dwelling without compliance with agricultural occupancy condition on planning permission 97/00519/FUL.  Yew Tree Stables, Preston Road, Charnock Richard.  the Parish Council are not in a position to confirm or refute whether the property has been lived in for 10 years in breech of the planning condition.  However, the Parish Council were under the impression that the occupiers would have had to sign some form of declaration, at the time of purchase, stating they were qualified to live in the property with an agricultural occupancy condition attached. 
139. Accounts
Accounts for Payment:
Mayor’s Charity Ball – Donation for tickets






      £50.00

IP Jones Fencing – Repairs to Play Equipment Mossie Close Play Area 


    £387.78
Mrs C A Cross - Salary – Net








    £332.80
HM Revenue & Customs - Tax due by Clerk 





      £83.20
ML & MA Stewart Haulage Ltd – salt for grit bins





    £126.90

Receipts:

Chorley Council – Successful bid for Mossy Close Play Area – Play & Recreation Fund
  £9171.00

RESOLVED:  That the above payments and receipts and Bank Reconciliation Statements up to 30/9/10 and 31/12/10 were approved.
140. Lengthsman’s Payment - RESOLVED:  100 Hours @ £7.42 per hour = Total Paid £742.00.
141. Confidential Items for Discussion – Councillors discussed items in the absence of the public.  Details will be conveyed to Councillors in due course and further discussions will take place if deemed necessary.
Next Meeting:
Monday 7 March 2011


Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend
Meeting Closed:  10:00 pm

Chairman:








Date:
REPORT 1
Matters Arising from the Minutes to be noted by the Parish Council: 
a) Notification planning permission granted for erection of single storey front/side extension.  Barkers Farm Bungalow, Preston Road, Charnock Richard.
b) Notification planning permission granted for repairs, refurbishment and conversion of existing outbuilding to create workshop, garage and additional living accommodation.  The Wilderness, Preston Road, Charnock Richard.
c) Notification Parish Council can speak at forthcoming Development Control Meeting, 8/2/11, re:  application for change of use of former auction house (part of building) to a mixed use comprising warehouse/recycling space, retail space and office/ancillary space for Help the Homeless.  Unicorn Fairs, South Hall, Park Hall, Park Hall Road, Charnock Richard.  The Council had No objections.

d) Winter Service Updates from LCC.

e) Copy Police e-newsletter – Viewpoint – circulated by email to Councillors.

f) Notification of Chorley Council Winter Playday, Saturday 26 February 2011, 11am-3pm, Lancastrian Suite, Chorley Town Hall.

g) Copy Draft Lancashire Fire & Rescue Service Risk Management Plan 2011-13.

h) Copy ROSPA 2011 Playground Inspections brochure for your information.

i) Info. re:  play equipment from Monster Play.

j) Copy current information from SELRAP.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST:
If the interest to be declared arises only as a result of your membership of another public body or one to which you have been appointed by the Council, then you only need to declare it if you intend to speak.  If the personal interest is a prejudicial interest, you must withdraw from the meeting.  You should leave the room before the business starts to be discussed.  You do however, have the same right to speak as a member of the public and may remain in the room to enable you to exercise that right and then leave immediately.  In either case you must not seek to improperly influence a decision of the matter.
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