CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 7 March 2011 at 7.30pm in the Parish Rooms, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.

Present:  Councillors H Heaton (Chairman), A J Shaw, J Hill, S Smithers, A Cornwell, Mrs C Pilling, Mrs J Ogden.  Also present County Councillor Malpas.

REPORTS, COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC PRESENT
Including reports from the Police, Borough or County Councillor

Mr Chris Kershaw, Arley Homes Property Director, was present to outline the current position with the Dob & Partridge Public House.  Outlining the history of the site Mr Kershaw explained that the land purchase at this site included the public house and initial plans involved demolishing it.  As a result of the public consultation these plans were withdrawn and the resubmission included retention of the public house with the remainder of the site being developed.  The brewery would not give any assurances regarding the longevity of the public house.  Development of the site is proceeding as quickly as possible to keep disruption to a minimum and it is anticipated the site will be complete by Christmas.  In November/December 2010 Arley Homes were made aware that the public house was on the market and that interested parties may not be suitable.  As a result, and not wishing the see the building have an adverse impact upon sales at the development by falling into disrepair, Arley Homes have now submitted a bid to purchase the Dog & Partridge with the intention of refurbishing it, putting a manager in thus protecting the facility until the development is complete whereupon it will be sold with the condition that it must be retained as a public house.  The following further issues were also raised:  Parking on Chorley Lane whilst development is taking place is a major issue – lorries, HGV’s and vans are often parked nose to tail for a distance of approx. 152 yards, delivering goods to, and working on, the site.  Unloading of vehicles from Chorley Lane has often resulted in goods being lifted across the pavement with pedestrians still walking underneath.  Mr Kershaw apologised for this and confirmed that this activity is unacceptable, that onsite parking should be used and, that he will address these issues immediately.  Arrival of vehicles and deliveries should ideally be staggered to prevent traffic congestion.  Mr Kershaw confirmed that the 10 social housing units have been sold to Adactus Housing Association with 6 of the 18 private dwellings now sold.  It is anticipated they will all be sold and occupied by the Autumn.  Once the purchase of the public house is confirmed the exterior will be tidied as soon as possible and a 6 week refit will be undertaken internally.  The Parish Council will be informed as soon as the building has been secured.  Flooding of the public footpath onto Chorley Lane was reported – due to the fact that the houses are higher than the footpath.  Flooding has always been an issue on some parts of this footpath however, the height of the houses above the footpath line may make this problem worse.  It was also reported that the fence-line does not seem to follow the definitive footpath route but has been diverted around the tree line and then back onto the route of the public footpath.  It was confirmed that the footway has been extended out into the existing carriageway on Chorley Lane at the request of LCC to improve site-lines on exiting the development.  Mr Kershaw confirmed that the house-line has been built in accordance with the planning permission granted.  Residents confirmed that drainage work on Nursery Close and Meadowlands has caused little, or no, disturbance to the residents and the roads have never been cleaner.  The Chairman thanked Mr Kershaw for attending and for his detailed responses.
Access to the Motorway Service Area – Residents present dispute the opinions given in the editorial in the Chorley Guardian.  Councillor Heaton stated that the editorial is the reporter’s interpretation of the information given.  The Meeting between Parish Councillors and the Highways Agency was arranged to determine the Highways Agency position on the use of the service area by members of the public. This item will be discussed in more detail later in the Meeting.
Waste Transfer Station, Town Lane – It was reported that the permission granted was for the transfer of building materials and demolition waste and excluded domestic waste.  Some of the small skips now contain domestic waste.  LCC will be asked to inspect the site for domestic waste and take appropriate steps to ensure any waste found is removed and nothing further is imported.
142. Apologies - Were received and accepted from Councillors J Taylor (holidays), R Wingham (family illness), S Lowe (work) and A Fairhurst (illness). 
143. Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any personal/prejudicial interest they may have to disclose in relation to matters on this Agenda and, any Declaration of Gifts, in accordance with the Local Government Act 2000 and the Parish Council Standing Orders and Code of Conduct - Councillor Heaton declared an interest in Planning As a member of the borough council planning committee.  he can take part in discussions BUT not in decisionS.  COUNCILLORs heaton & Cornwell DECLARED AN INTEREST IN agenda item-Access to motorway service area.
144. Standing Orders – Were suspended to allow Agenda Item 9 – Access to Motorway Service Areas – to be brought forward for discussion.  Councillor Cornwell left his seat and joined members of the public.  Councillor Shaw explained that he had requested this as an Agenda Item as he does not believe the majority of the residents of Charnock Richard want the access to the service area and motorway closed.  Councillor Shaw conceded that it is not a legal access/entrance to the motorway.  This subject has however moved on since discussions at the February Meeting as a result of editorial in the Chorley Guardian which implies that the majority of the Parish Council and residents of Charnock Richard want the access closed.  It was stressed that initial meetings and discussions with the Highways Agency came about as a result of a request for support from the Police to ease crime detection and traffic congestion from Park Hall/Camelot, approx. 10 years ago.  It has now become apparent that this situation has changed over the years and access to the motorway is now used by the majority of residents of Charnock Richard and neighbouring Parishes and Villages.  Councillor Shaw feels that if the Chorley Guardian have misinterpreted/misreported the facts given to them by Councillor Heaton then that should be made clear by means of a further piece of editorial or a retraction of the statements made/printed.  It has become apparent that views on this access depend upon where in the Parish you live and some residents have stressed that access onto the A49 from homes on this route can be quite dangerous at peak times.  The Parish Councils recent meeting with the Highways Agency was merely to ascertain the current position from a legal, landlord and tenant point of view.  It was RESOLVED:  That the Parish Council will confirm with the Highways Agency that Parish Councillors and residents views on this matter are diverse and that any resolution should be matter for discussion between the Highways Agency as landlord and Welcome Break as the tenant.  The Council will request amended editorial or a retraction of the misreported information in the Chorley Guardian editorial.
145. To Accept the Minutes of the Budget Meeting and of the Parish Council Meeting held on 7 February 2011 - The Minutes of the Budget Meeting and the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 7 February 2011 had been circulated in advance of the Meeting.  RESOLVED:  The Minutes of both meetings were accepted as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
146. Update on Matters Arising from previous Meetings for note by the Council:  Report 1 (page 4) – ACCEPTED
147. Correspondence and Information items requiring discussion, observations or action:
a) Request for an article and photograph relating to a VIP grant to the Community Centre Trust to be put on the website – NOTED.
b) Confirmation from County Councillor Otter that it may be possible, stock and demand permitting, for Parishes to purchase salt/grit from LCC, he will report back on this at the next Borough/Parish Council Liaison Meeting – NOTED, ON FILE.
c) Enquiry from Euxton PC for details/info. of contractors for grass cutting their football pitches – THE FOOTBALL CLUB IS A PRIVATE CLUB WITH THEIR OWN GROUNDSMAN.
d) Notification from Arley Homes that they were not responsible for sunken road works on Chorley Lane, the electricity company were apparently upgrading the substation in this area – NOTED.
e) Request for a donation from North West Air Ambulance – DEFERRED UNTIL DONATIONS.
f) Info. and Policy Consultation on a Community Right to Challenge – DEFERRED.
g) Info. and Policy Consultation on a Community Right to Buy – Assets of Community Value – DEFERRED FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION.
h) LCC – Chorley Highways Bulletin – Issue 3 – NOTED.
i) Info from LALC – Newsletter – Election Literature – From HMRC re: clerk’s PAYE – NOTED.
j) Details of late items of correspondence received i)  Response to enquiries to agricultural occupancy conditions – NOTED.  ii)  Request for support from Lindsay Hoyle MP, in resisting cuts to Police Officer posts – COUNCILLORS CAN RESPOND INDIVIDUALLY SHOULD THEY SO WISH.  Iii)  Election timetable and procedures – THE CLERK WILL OBTAIN NOMINATION PAPERS FOR CURRENTLY SERVING COUNCILLORS, FULL DETAILS OF THE ELECTION TIMETABLE AND PROCEDURES WERE EXPLAINED.
148. Reports, Complaints and Concerns from Parish Councillors
1) Street light No.10, Church Lane, is out.

2) There are blocked gullies on Dob Brow, one opposite Sharratts Path and one lower down.
3) A section of wall on Dob Brow requires rebuilding – LCC will be informed.
4) Hedges adjacent to Mossie Close Playing field require cutting back.
5) Following a number of recent accidents at the junction of Butterworth Brow and the new link road, the Council will request accident statistics from the Police.
6) A section of the carriageway on Chorley Lane is eroding away and requires attention.
7) There is a manhole cover on Town Lane, near the motorway bridge, which has been removed and has exposed a 10 foot drop.  This will be reported again.
8) LCC are undertaking a full survey of drains near the Town Lane/Preston Road junction in April.
9) Chorley Council have undertaken a good road sweep in the Parish.
10) Pot-holes in the footway on Chorley Lane require attention.
11) Litter on the overspill car park at the Bowling Green is now a serious problem.
149. Reports from Committees and Representatives on Outside Bodies – Councillor Cornwell reported on a poorly attended PACT Meeting – PC Elphick has been off sick but is now back on duty.  The relief ECSO only works 2 days per week.  Lorries parking on Chorley Lane will be monitored.  A Community Centre Trust Meeting has been held and appraisals are now being completed to support a Heritage Lottery Bid, 10% of which must be put in by the Community Centre Trust.  It is hoped that the Parish Council will support fund raising efforts as the project is likely to cost in the region of £900,000.00.  Charnock Richard United Charity Trustees have met prior to tonight’s meeting and land ownership issues remain ongoing.
150. Action to Satisfy Audit Requirements - RESOLVED:  THE PARISH COUNCIL CONFIRMED THE FOLLOWING ACTION HAS BEEN TAKEN THROUGHOUT THE YEAR TO SATISFY AUDIT REQUIREMENTS: i)  The Parish Council Risk Assessment – was reviewed and confirmed at the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council in May 2010.  Risk review and health and safety implications associated with the work of the Lengthsman remain ongoing  ii) The effectiveness of the Internal Audit was confirmed – the Internal Auditor is both competent and independent, has no relationship with the Clerk or Councillors.  The Audit trail is detailed, planned and the broad scope of the internal audit covers all aspects of the Councils business including financial, administrative, practical and procedural matters.  Councillors reviewed the Internal Audit Checklist.  Any issues arising from both the internal and external auditors are reported to the Parish Council at the earliest opportunity and the appropriate action taken.  The Parish Council confirmed the continued appointment of Mrs Stewart as the Parish Councils Internal Auditor.
151. Planning 
1) AMENDED PLANS - 10/01109/FUL – Recreational course fishery and ancillary car parking.  Charnock Brow Farm, Preston Road, Charnock Richard.  The Council OBJECT to this application on the grounds of loss of amenity to the neighbours however, should planning officers decide to grant permission the Parish Council would like conditions attached to the permission, restricting opening hours to daytime and prohibiting night fishing.
2) AMENDED PLANS - 10/00941/FUL – Erection of a stonewall to the front of the dwellinghouse and replacement of farm gate (rebuild of existing wall).  Heidale, Preston Road, Charnock Richard.  NO OBJECTIONS.
3) 10/01107/AGR – Application for agricultural prior notification for the erection of a agricultural building to house cattle.  Vause Farm, Town Lane, Charnock Richard.  NO OBJECTIONS.
4) 11/00129/OUT – Outline application for erection of 2 pairs of 2.5 storey, 4 bedroom semi-detached houses with associated access, parking, gardens.  27 Charter Lane, Charnock Richard.  NO OBJECTIONS.
152. Accounts
Accounts for Payment:
Lancs. Best Kept Village Competition – Entry Fee (Charnock Richard)


      £20.00

Lancs. Best Kept Village Competition – Entry Fee (Welch Whittle)



      £12.00

CPRE – Annual Subscriptions 2011/2012






      £29.00

Mrs C A Cross – Reimburse Expenses Already Paid by the Clerk, Feb 10- Feb 11



 – Internet Charges 50% (Shared with Wrightington)
      £60.00



 -  Stationery/Copying/Postage and Mileage


    £415.84
    £475.84
Mrs C A Cross - Salary – Net








    £332.80
HM Revenue & Customs - Tax due by Clerk 





      £83.20
MC & MA Stewart Haulage Ltd – Rock Salt






    £156.00

Festive Lights – Additional Christmas Lights





      £11.99

RESOLVED:  That the above payments were approved.

153. Lengthsman’s Payment - RESOLVED:  100 Hours @ £7.42 per hour = Total Paid £742.00.  The Lengthsman will be asked to plant more colour in Welch Whittle Gardens and spade back overgrowth from the footways on Chorley Lane.
154. Confidential Items for Discussion - Councillors discussed an item in the absence of the public.  Details will be conveyed to Councillors in due course and further discussions will take place if deemed necessary.
Next Meeting:
Monday 4 April 2011


Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend
Meeting Closed:  9:30 pm

Chairman:








Date:
REPORT 1
Matters Arising from the Minutes to be noted by the Parish Council: 
a) Notification planning permission granted for change of use of former auction house, to a mixed use comprising warehouse/recycling space, retail space and office/ancillary space for Help the Homeless.  Unicorn Fairs south hall, Park Hall, Park Hall Road, Charnock Richard.
b) Notification planning permission granted for erection of detached double garage within the curtilage of property.  Fisher House Farm, Back Lane, Charnock Richard.
c) Notification retrospective planning permission granted for children’s play frame with slide, swing and platform to act as tree house.  Tan House Farm, Preston Road, Charnock Richard.

d) Notification planning permission granted for change of use of agricultural land to domestic curtilage to provide new access to the highway and closure of existing access.  Land between Latham House Barn and 129 Church Lane, Charnock Richard.

e) Confirmation LCC Enforcement Officer will reply in due course with current position re:  Charnock House Farm, Church Lane, Charnock Richard.

f) Lancs. Fire & Rescue Service Performance Report and Action Plan 2010 – consultation outcome.

g) Copy next programme of walks from Chorley Ramblers – displayed in Notice Boards.

h) Copy Minutes of the last Borough/Parish council Liaison Meeting.

i) Copy Chorley & South Ribble CVS magazine – Standard.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST:
If the interest to be declared arises only as a result of your membership of another public body or one to which you have been appointed by the Council, then you only need to declare it if you intend to speak.  If the personal interest is a prejudicial interest, you must withdraw from the meeting.  You should leave the room before the business starts to be discussed.  You do however, have the same right to speak as a member of the public and may remain in the room to enable you to exercise that right and then leave immediately.  In either case you must not seek to improperly influence a decision of the matter.
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